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| SIR». 

- of England-are fo deſirous to know the Ats and-Pro- 
ceedings of our General Aſſembly in Scotlayd; for not on- 
ly Curioſity. but Intereſt.may prompt chemthereto : I will 


readily ſerve you in this.Matter, and inrended, though you had - 


not. required it, to:have given-you an Account of it, that you 


might have Occaſion. of gratifying your worthy Friends and 


Acquaintance. . .It's.triie, I was not Eye-Witneſs of what paſt 5 
for you know my Circumfances would not allow thats and 
the Brethren (as they.call:themſelves) endeavoured to keep 


| out all that were.not of their own party, or who might tell 


Tales; forbidding the Keepers of the'door to admit any with. 
out aleaden Ticket in the ſhape of a Heart, which was the Paſs 
given them, which was not ſo ecafily obtain'd, except for their 
particular Friends ;. and if any of the Epiſcops/ Party wete di- 


ſcovered, there was a Cry.preſently, Conformiſts are here; and. 


the Officers were ſent ro thruſt them out, However not- 
withſtanding of this ſtriftneſs, there were always two or three 
diſcreet and intelligent Perſons of my Acquaintance preſent at 
| | TY every 
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F Received: yours,. and: do not think it ſtrange, 'that thoſe | 


_— (2) 
every Scffion, from whom I have what I write to you. And F 
aſſure you that you may. truſt the Ingenuity and Faithfulneſs of 
the Relation. But before I come to the Aſſembly it ſelf, there 
be ſome things previous to it which you ought to be informed 
of. A General Aſſembly in Scotland you how) 1s much of 
the {ime Nature with the Convocation in Erglavd, or a Na- 
tiopal.Councit;, and'of no lefs Authority here : Nay, our Preſ- 
byterians exaltthe Authority of their Aſſemblies aboue that of 
King or Parliament; and there be ſome ſtanding AtQts of their 
Aſſemblies againſt Atts of Parliament, and which diſcharge 
Obedience to them :  Whereupon our Presbyterians being not 
content with what the Parliament had done for them,nor think- 
ing their Authority ſufficient. for fetting up their Government; 

"they required a General Afembly, by whoſe Authority (which 
With. them is ſupreme, and next to that of Jeſus Chriſt ) their 
Government might be firmly eſtabliſhed, and all their Actings 
' and Proceedings ratified and approved by it. Yet they knew 
that a free Aſſembly of the Clergy and Laity throughout the 
Kingdom would: rather defeat than advance thetr Defigns 3 
therefore they canſider'd/ how they: might prevent that by ſome 
Method, which would exclude-all who:were not well affec- 
ed to. their Intereſt, or zealous: for the Good: Old Cauſe. 

In. order hereynto they prevailed with the Parliament, to- 
ipdge the whole Gayernment-and Management of Church Af- 
fairs inthe kands of thoſe fewOld Preachers:who went off when 
Epiſcopacy was reeſtabliſhed Ax. 1661. and' ſuch as ſhould be 
admitted and approved by them, When theſe Miniſters off the 
Epiſcopal Perſwafion who: had complied with:the preſent Ci- 
vil. Government heard this, they thought themſelves injured, 
and therefore addreſſed to the Parliament ta be admitted to. 
a. ſhare of the Government, or at leaſt-not-to be abſolutely ſub- 
jected ta. them, who were their ſtated and profeſled Enemies. 
This oy claimed as. due to them, not only. upon the account 
_ ofttheir, being Lawful Miniſters of the Goſpel, but alſo upon the 
account of the publick Faith, which promited them ProteQion 
upon their compliance with the-Civil Government : Notwith- 
tanding which, their. Petition was. diſdainfully rejected, _ 

is the 


(.3) 
the At continued as before, in favour only of the above-mett- 
tioned Presbyterian Preachers. By which means all the preſent 
Epiſcopal Clergy and ſuch of the Laity as favoured their Inte- 
reſt, and had complyed with them, were rendred incapable 
of bearing any Office in the Kirk, and of Sitting and Voting in 
their Meetings. This the Epiſcopal Party juſtly complained of 
and ſaid 3 That though Epiſcopacy was abolifted merely upon 
an unjuſt and falſe Pretence, that that Government exerciſed 
Tyranny over the Church, yet now a real Presbyterian Tyran- 
ny was eſtabliſhed, that inſtead of Fourteen Biſhops Sixty were 
ſet- up, who would Lord it over their Brethren more impert- 
ouſly than they either did or pretended to do; and that Preſ- 
byters were ſubjeRted to them who own'd themſelves to be no 
more than Presbyters, which had no Precedent in the 'Catho- 
lick Church, but alſo they who could not be denyed to be 
Lawful Miniſters were excluded from any ſhare of the Diſci- 
pline and Government of the Church; which was contrary to 
the very Principles and Tenets of the Presbyteriats themſelves z 
who make every private Miniſter to be inveſted with the Au- 
thority of ruling as well as of teaching; and who affirm it un» 
lawful for any Miniſter to part with that Right; and who 
therefore were wont to exclaim againſt Biſhops, becauſe they 
ſeemed to uſurp it wholly to themſelves; All the Excuſe made 
for this was, That they could no otherwiſe make their G6- 
vernment ſure, and that the Epiſcopal Party deſerved to be 
thus treated for their Apoſtacy, in betraying and renouncing 
the true Rights and Intereſts of the Church by complying with 
Epiſcopacy. Hence it was inferr'd that Presbyterians'do jug» 
gle both with'God and Man: For whereas they would have the 
World believe, that their Model of Government and Forms of 
Diſcipline are ſo much of Divine Right that they can ſubmit to 
no Terms of Compoſition with Men about them 3 ſo when 
It makes for their Intereſt, they can withour any ſcruple intro» 
duce effential Altetations thereof: For Parity (which they 
make the Inſtitution of Chrift) was now taken away, and out 
of the pretended exigence of the Charch nine hundred Miniz 
ſers were ſuſpended from one _ of that Power given o_ 
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by Chriſt, which at other times:is ſaid to beſo eſſential to them 


*. '- That they cannot be Miniſters of the Goſpel without it. 


_ Shortly. aſter the paſſing that A& of Parliament, for ſetting 
up- the Presbyterian Government, - and committing the Care 
and Management thereof-to theſe few ſurviving Presbyteri- 
 an' Miniſters, who had not complied with Epiſcopacy; there 

was a Meeting at Edinburgh of Presbyterian Miniſters and Lay- 
Elders to adviſe about the Afﬀairs of the Kirk, and 'to lay 
down Methods how a General Aſſembly ſhould be call'd and 
conſtituted 3 becauſe ( as I have obſerved ) ' one could not be 
_ had according to their minds, after the old manner and ſtand- 
Ing Rules of General Aſſemblies. By Virtue of the Act of Par- 
liament, none had the Right to meddle with the Government 
and Aﬀairs of the Church but ſuch Miniſters as had been re- 
moved by the. reſtoration of Epiſcopacy 3 and certainly theſe 
men were greatly overſeen when they parted with that Privi- 
lege, and admitted others to ſhare/with-them before they had 
. fetled the-Church according to: their 'minds : For by theſe 

means they were overpower'd and outvoted, and. forced to 
yield to other things than what they firſt intended 3 but'they 
were not ſenſible of this their Errour till it was paſt remedy. 
Firſt, the remnant of the Remonſtrator Party, who had been 
aQtually depoſed in the time of Presbytery, and ſome of them 
for.ſcandalous and groſs Crimes, came to fit in this Meeting 3 
they were very adtive and uſcfu],. and therefore it was thought 
fit-to receive them z but ſome being ſenſible of the Irregularity 
of admitting Perſons lying under the ſentence of Depoſition 
by their own Kirk,, it was therefore moved that the Sentence 
_ of Depoſition might be firſt-taken off : But the Debate was 
laid aftde and ſappreſt, becaufe theſe men urg'd and preſſed 
that their Sentence of Depoſition might be declared void and 
- null, being done Clave errante, by a Factious party 3 wherewith 
ſome of the old Publick Reſolutioners were pricked, and there- 
fore proceeded to defend themſelves, and particularly one 
Mr. Alexander Pitcarne proteſted againſt their Proceedings, and 

threatned to print his Proteſtation, and to declare their Meet- 
ing unlawful, while ſuch incapacitated Members were allowed 
odio mmm EDTA | to 


- 


to ſit in it : But ſuch early Heats being unſeaſonable and pre” 


judicial; they prevail'd with him to take up. his Proteſtation © 


and to forbear the Publiſhing it. Into this Aſſembly alſo were 
received all theſe younger Brethren, who had been admitted to 
the Miniſtry clandeſtinely in the time of the laſt Reign ,; or a- 
vowedly and openly fince the receiving their Indulgence from 
King James. Theſe were hurried on with more Fierceneſs and 
Zeal than the former, who indeed wanted not fincerity and 
concernment enough for. the Cauſe, 


. | Gelidus tardante Sene@2 
Sanguis hebet, frigentque effete in corpore Vires. 


The Old Men thought that they ought to rule, and bear the- 
oreateſt Sway becauſe of their Age and Experience, and that 
the At of Parliament was eſpecially in their favours; but the 
younger Brethren would not be impos'd upon, ſeeing Parity 
was the Conſtitution of their Government. And it was ſaid 
that one Mr. Webſter told Mr. Gilbert Rule very bluntly, that 
tho he was a younger Man he merited more A _ 
than he, having taken the Miniſtry upon him ,,,; 7 2, th 
in the time of Perſecution, when no temporal fers, which were 
* Intereſt did encourage him to itz whereas 
the other entred into it in the time of Peace, 
and deſerted it in time of Trouble. 


knew no other ways 
bow to. lsve, 


kt 


Mr. Gabriel Cunningham was choſen Moderator of this Meet: 


ing, which was extraordinary as to its Nature, neither was 
there a proper Name for it ; For it was neither Seffion, Pres- 


bytery, Provincial,nor Dioceſan Synod, nor General Aſſembly, 


nor Commiſhionof the Kirk, which are all the Church Judica- 
tures ever have been ſince the Reformation 3 but ever ſince it 
bears the Name of the General Meeting. Here they appoint- 


ed Miniſters for the ſeveral Corners of the Country, divided 


them into Presbyteries, preſcrib'd the Rules of trying Epiſcopal 


| Miniſters, and ordained that where the Presbytery confiſted but: 


of four-or fewer, the next Presbytery ſhould*be joyned to it, 
which yet io many places made not a competent number for ſo 


weighty a buſineſs,-as the examining and cenſuring Miniſters 
CIS -_ _- for 
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For'their DoArine and Manners : For the two Presbyteries 'of 
'Hidingtonn and Dumbar, where ( you know ) there be near 
thirty Pariſhes, confiſted but ot five Presbyterian Miniſters. 
There was the like number in the Presbyteries of D#nſe 
and chrrnſide, where there were about as many Pariſhes. In 
the Presbytery of Aughterarder there was but one Presbiterian 
Miniſter, and when the next was joynd to it, they made but 
three ; ſo that when it was debated in the Aﬀembly, whether 
-one of. them, towit Mr. Williarm Spence ( of whom you will 
-hear more afterward) ſhould go for Argus 3 they pleaded a- 
:gainſt his going, becauſe that without him they could not 
have a. Quorum in the Country where he then lived; and at 
the ſame time Sir Coliz Campbell and Ardbruchill ſtood up and 
ſaid, in the face of the Aſſembly, that for twenty Miles Weſt- 
ward of Perth, there were but two or three Miniſters, meaning 
theſe of the Presbyterian Perſwaſion, which ſhews how lit- 
\——_ _ either their Perſons or Government are to the + 
People. 7 | 

Here alſo they laid down the Method and Manner of con- 
ſtit uting the next Aſſembly, which was to fit in Ofober, vis. 
That where a Presbytery conſiſted of eight Miniſters, they 
ſhould ſend four Miniſters and three ruling Elders to the Af- 
ſembly, where they were under eight and above four, three 
Minifters and two ruling Elders; four ſhould ſend two Mi- 
miſters and one ruling Elder 3 and where there was but one, 
that one and a ruling Elder ſhould come : By which you ſee - 
that the old Method of conltituting General Aſſemblies was 
Juite alter'd, and that as many Parts of the Kingdom were not 
owed Repreſentatives in that Aſſembly, fo others were not 
Tepreſented equally, nor could they bear a ſutable Proporti- 


| - -ontherein; but the ſmalneſs of their number was admitted as 


. a defence for this Irregularity. At this Meeting they appoint- 
ed a General Faſt before the ſitting down. of the Afembly, 
to be kept on Sunday the 5th. of OFober, which was the 
third Faſt had been obſerved on Sundays within the ſpace of 
a Year, which is neither agreeable tothe Nature of the day, 
nor the Pragtice of the Primitive Timesz but our Presbyteri- 

| | | \ANS 


- a EE | 
ansare above theſe things; they have more regard to tlie Pea- 
Rice of their own Predeceſſors, than either to Reaſon or An- 
tiquity 3 and you know it was the Cuſtom of the old Presby-. 
terians to keep all their Faſts on the Lords day : At this time al- 

ſo. we had another inſtance, whereby they ſhewed themſelves 
_ the true Sons of their Fathers, who did not confine themſelves 
to Matters: purely Eccleſiaſtical, but who alſo were always: 
catching at the Power of the Magiſtrate 3. whoſe Priviledg it 
is in this Kingdom to licenſe Books, and in their Licences to. 
grant the Monopoly of them :- This Privilege waz aſſumed by. 
the General Meeting 3. For they order'd an old Treatiſe of ru- 
ling Elders to be reprinted by the Heirs of Andrew - Anderſon, 
and diſcharged any other- to meddle therewith 3 This is the 
Form of their Licence word for word. 


The General Mteting of Miniſters and Elders of this: Church. 
have appointed this Treatiſe of Ruling Elders and Deacons. 
to be Printed by the Heirs of Andrew Anderſon and none- 
other. ExtradGed by. | 

FoHN. SPALDING, Clhrk. 


This was a ſmall Beginning, however the Privy Council . 
thought fit to rake notice thereof, and' to give a check to theſe - 
Encroachments on the Civil Power, and therefore order'd the 
Copiey to be calld in, and the Licence to be torn away ;. ſo. 
that after the firſt day all the Copies were ſold without the- 
Inprimatur-; and two Friends of mine. (who otherwiſe cared: 
not for the Book ) were forced. to. pay a triple rate for one- 
with the forementioned Licence, which was a new. Proof of 
the Presbyterian Uſurpation. 
 Aﬀeer the Meeting the Brethren went home, and fell to their: 
work with all their. might, according to the Inſtruttions given: 
them in their General Meeting, It was expected that they would- 
firſt have planted the Churches made yacant by the Councit: 
and the Rabble, which were more than could be ſupplied by: 
- all the Miniſters of that Perſwaſion : But they were not ſo zea.. 
lous to.plant, as to pluck.up.what was already.planted 3 they 
would: 
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-would not begin to build, until what was already built was 
-overthrown to the Ground. More than a third part of the 
Churches in the Kingdom: wanted/Miniſters, and the moſt of 
'them for more than a Year. But as if that was only a 1mall 
-matter, it was overlooked 3 and all Pains and Care laid out 
in emptying theſe Churches where the Epiſcopal Miniſters 
continued to preach. Their beloved Weſt was deſtitute of Mi- 
niſters, the Churches there and in Galloway were almoſt all 
{hut up. So that when the Aſſembly met, two Miniſters. de: | 
clared before them, that where they liv'd there was not ſo 
-much as the face of-a Church, there being no Miniſters but - 
themſelves and one other : Yet none were ſent thither, bur 
they ſhew'd greater -[nclination to ſeat themſelves in the Lo- 
thians and South, which is indeed a better Country, but where 
there was leſs room for them, and where they were not ſo ac- 
ceptable to the People. Many were indeed aſtoniſhed at this, 
nor could they either juſtify it, or well underſtand the Poli. 
_ «tick thereof, - Strange | there were already more Churches va- 
' cant, than there were Presbyterian_ Miniſters to put in them, 
and yet ſo many more were aimed at, and coveted. It was ſad 
and Jamentable to ſee ſo many deſolate Congregations in all 
| parts of the Land, ſuch Multitudes of People without the 
Goſpel, and without the direction of Paſtors, and yet. they 
would endeavour to deprive them of this Blefſing, who by the 
vood Providence of God had it ſt1i]l continued with them. 
However they did this either to force the People to joyn with 
them when none other could be had, or being conſcious of 
their own Ignorance and Inability, they thought it neither fit, 
nor their: Thtereſt-to tolerate them who were more judicious, 
and who would accuſtom the People to Senſe and ſolid Dif- _ 
courſes, which held forth the true Nature and Deſign of the 
Goſpe), and which armed People againſt fanatical Delufions: 
+... When ſome were ask'd why they (tudied to calt out all the 
- Epiſcopal Clergy, feeing they could not yet ſupply their 
' Churches, and why they would preach im a Meering-houſe, 
where there was an Epiſcopal Miniſter unblameable in his Lite 
and Doctrine, and draw the people from him, rather ttszn go 
to 
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_ 6. 1 a 
to another Pariſh which wanted a Paſtor altogether. It was an- 
ſwered, That there was leſs prejudice both to Church and Peo- 
. ple by the want of Preaching, than by the Preaching of Men of 
Epiſcopal Principles and Perſuafions: And Mr, Frazer of Brey 
ſaid in a Sermon before the Parliament, That it was better thar 
the Temple of the Lord, did lie ſometime unbuilt and unre- 
pair'd, than be rear'd up by Gibeonites and Samaritans, But to 
return, Nothing came before the Presbyteries, except Citations 
and Libels againſt Epiſcopal Miniſters, and to make the greater 
diſpatch, they ſat every Week. The Presby:eries were a perfect 
Inquifition, who ſent out Spies to inform them not only of the 
publick Sermons and open PraCtices of the Epiſcopal Clergy,but 
alſo what they ſpoke and did in private; Neither did they 
ſearch only into their preſent behaviour, but alſo they made 
enquiry into the former AQions of their Lives, and if they up- 
on diligent ſearch made any diſcovery of any little Blemiſh or 
Failure, though before forgotten, it was made a part of their 
Indictment, Mr. C. an old Man of eighty years at Lady-Kirk, 
waslibell'd among other things for Drunkennefſs, alledging an 
Inſtance fifteen or ſixteen Years ago, who as heprov'd the al- 
ledgd Inſtance to be falſe, fo he ſaid very well, that ſeeing a_ 
latter Inſtance could not be produc, it did appear, that he 
was neither ſcandalouſly Drunken, nor guilty of the Habit 
thereof. There was a form'd Deſign of diſgracing the Epiſco- 
pal Clergy, and of rendring them infamous for Immorality z 
but it will be much for their advantage, that after earneſt de- 
fires and endeavours to blacken them, there was little or no. 
thing made out againſt them z When any real Scandals were 
found,.they were loudly talked of, and publickly proclaim'd, 
_ and laid to the charge of the whole Party, as if it were a mat- 
ter extraordinary to find ſome unworthy perſons among nine 
hundred or. a thouſand : The leaſt defects of Behaviour were 
heightened and aggravated as if they had been groſs Crimes, 
and what was no fault was made one by a perverſe and ſiniſter 
Interpretation and uncharitable Conſtruftion. When more 
heinous Crimes were wanting, the Libels were ſtuff'd and 
lwelld with Articles, which of themſelves amounted tonothing; 


B but 


| (10 ) ents 
but accumulated together, were by them look'd upon and ſu- 
ſtained as amounting to a great guilt. And when nothing 
could be deviſed againſt the Miniſter himſelf, he was accuſed 
for his Elders and Pafiſhioners, if they could be tax'd for any 
real or apparent Crimes; For then it was ſaid, that he propha- 
ned the Holy Ordinance of the Lords Supper, becauſe he was aſ- 
ſiſted by ſuch Elders, in the Adminiſtration of it; and that he 
admitted ſuch perſons, whereas yet neither the one nor the 0- 
ther were under Church Cenſure or legal Conviction. The Li- 
bels were generally fa frivolous and impertinent that they 
ought to have been rejected with Scornz but whatever was of- 
fered by the Bygots was admitted, and all care and caution 
us'd not to diſcourage them. The great Scandals of Mr.Couper 
and Mr. Graham Miniſters at Dumfermline were the admitting 
Perſons promiſcuouſly to the Sacrament ; the profaning the Lords 
Day i# ſuffering people to bring in Kail, and fan Barly for the 
Pot that day; and by allowing their Children to play with others, 
though they were very much under that age, which even in 
the opinion of Jewiſh Doctors was obliged to the ſtri& obſer- 
vation of the Sabbaoth, Another Miniſter was deſign'd to be li- 
belled for plucking a few Peaſe on Sunday ; but that being ſo 
parallel to the caſe of the Diſciples, which our Saviour defend- 
ed, it was not permitted to be made uſe of, One was accuſed 
becauſe he ſometimes Whiſiled 5 And another becauſe one 
 8ime playing at Bowls, he broke an innocent Feſt, which none 
could have conſtrued Prophane , but they who were im- 
ure. | | 
; It any had at any time publickly or privately expreſ#d any 
Zeal for Epilcopacy, or refleted on the Covenant, and the 
Principles and Practices of the Presbyterians, who now always 
aſſume the names of the Godly, and the peculiar people of God, 
ar if it could have been alledged, that they had any ways, tho 
never ſo.indirectly,or even in obedience to the Magiſtrate, been 
the occaſion of any trouble or uneaſineſs to them , this was 
never Omitted; but was ſure to be made a main Article of their 
Libel. Thus Mr. Crawford (the old Gentleman mentioned be- 
fore) was accuſed for calling the Covenant a Band of _ 
| | 7 708. 
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lion. Mr, Heriot, Miniſter at Dalkeith was libelled, as calling | 
Monmouth and Argyle Rebels and Traitors, becauſe he read the | 
Proclamation ſet forth againſt them, and which was appointed 
to be read in Churches *. by the King and Council. And a cer- * 4: the 
tain Great Man was ſo picqu'd at him upon this account, that ne a | 
he would neithec hear his Defences againſt the other Articles ow; hd. = 
of the Libel, nor yet 1nterpoſe his Authority (which was then [nforma- | 
the higheſt -in the State) for keeping him in the Exerciſe of ;",57 
his Miniſtry, though it was deſired by the Generality,and the yeriot eo. 
beſt of his Pariſh. Mr. Wood of Dumbar was charged in his the Privy 
Libel with Cruelty, and a perſecuting Spirit, becauſe he per- Councit 
ſuaded a Friend of his to put away a Servant who would 
not keep the Church, and thereby made both her ſelf and her 
Miſtreſs liable to the Law-: He was alſo accuſed for ſaying to 
one who expreſt his fears, as if the Liturgy of the' Church of 
Ergland would be introduced among them, God ſend ws no 
worſe 3 and that he had never expreſt his thankfulneſs to God, 
for the deliverance of the Land from Popery and Prelacy. To 
the ſirſt he reply'd, That he was indeed ſorry if any ſuch Ex- 
preſſion had dropt from him, becauſe he was ſenfible it was too 
mean for ſo great and ſo glorious a Church as that of Exglard : 

To the other he faid, That he thanked God heartily for any 
deliverance that the Land had from Popery, but he could not 

do ſo for the overthrow. of Prelacy, unleſs he either ated the 
Hypocrite, or was convinced- that Pregbytery was the greater 
Bleſſing, and the more Ancient and Apoſtolical Government ; 

which he never yet ſaw made out. Mr, Graham: (whom I men- 

| tioned before) had in his Libel imputed to him, the taking the 

Oaths of 'Allegiance and Canonical Obedience, which, they 

ſaid, ſhewed him incorrigibly Epiſcopal. Mr. Coxper had added 

to his Libel his taking the Oath of the Teſt. Mr, Fohn/toze of 

Salin was accuſed for being too much affeQed to the Epilco- 
'pal. Government, and for recommending ſuperſtitious and er- 
roneous Books to the people, as they were pleas'd to call the 
Whole Duty Man, which was expreſly mentioned. Another 
Mr. Johnſtone Miniſter of Burnt Iſazd was libell'd, for converl- 
ing with ſome perſons whom they alledg'd to be no Friends to 
D 2 ine 
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the Government either'of Church, or State ; and for ufing the 
Doxology, &c. which, &-c. could only refer to the Creed and . 
Lords Prayer. The Miniſter of Abbots-Hi/ was accuſed for 
negleQing the Catechiſm of the Weſkminſter Divines, and uſing 
that which was firſt ſet forth by the Synod of Edinburgh, and 
afterwards enlarged by the Reverend and pious Biſhop Scowgal : 
The Catechiſm 7 I muſt tell you) is as well as the Whole Duty 
of Man much ſpoken againt, and ſeverely condemn as errone- 
ous 3 but what are the particular Errourg of it which make'it ſo 
dangerous, I could never learn, nor do I believe you could 
ouels them, except they. were told you. | 
By theſe Inſtances you may underſtand the Nature of our Pres- 
' bjterian Libels ; 1 forbear to give you more, becauſe I ſuppoſe 
there will bea Colle&ion of them publiſhed : But you mult know 
that they would never give any of the Epiſcopal Clergy the 
title of Miniſter, but only that of -cumbent. Mr.Graham com- 
 plain'd of this, and demanded a Reaſon,. who was told by way 
of Anſiverby one that preach'd at Innerkeithing that there were 
no trae Miniſters but Presbyterian Miniſters 3 And as they de- 
nied them the Title of M:iſters ; ſo ro take away their right 
to their reſpeCtive Pariſhes, one Article of their Libel was, 
Their entring by Preſentation from a Patron, and by Ordina- 
tion, Collation, and Inſtitution ofthe Biſhop, contrary to the 
Word of God ; The Conſtitution of this Church, As of AC- 
ſemblies,and the Lands ſolemn Engagements. When the lead- 
ing Men of that Party were upbraided for making Epilcopal-Or- 
dinationa ground ofa Libel z They excus'd themſelves and laid 
the blame of it upon the people ; but in this they ſhewed their 
Hypocrifie and deceitful Dealing. For it was well. known that 
the Presbyterian Miniſters were always conſulted in the form- 
ing of the Libels, and many of them were drawn up by them- 
ſelves, and that all them were every where of the ſame firain, 
which makes it evident that it was a concerted buſineſs among 
them, to beget in the peoples minds an ayerfion to Epiſcopal 
Miniſters,as not true Miniſters, nor entring in at theTight door ; 
pn. they were alſo careful to foiſt in ſome' other thing to 
. excuſe their Cenſures with the more judicious, who could not 
_ beſocafily deladed and impoſed upon. As 


| =  » Ra 
' Asthe Articles of the Libels were for the moſt part frivolous: 
andimpertinent, ſo the manner of their proceſs was neither le- 
gal nor reaſonable ; for ſeldom did they let the Miniſter accu- 
ſed know his Accuſer, and ſo he might have been made a Wit. 
neſs againſt him, which is contrary to the Laws of all Nations: - 
Beſide, they always received the Libel, and ſuſtained the vali- 
dity of it, before he was heard, and not regarding what De- 
fences might be opponed, cauſed him to be cited to hear and. 
ſee himſelf depoſed : Nor was he ſuffered to be preſent at the 
- examination of the Witneſſes; but in many places, if not every- 
where, the Witneſſes were allowed to be preſent all together , 
when they gave in their Evidence « By the Civil and Canon. 
Law, and the reaſonable practiſe of all Nations, they who bear 
Hatred, Malice, .or have diſcovered any Prejudice againſt the 
accuſed, cannot witneſs in Judgment againſt him 3 but this was 
wholly neple&ted and paſt by, and the moſt avowed, profelt, 
and open Enemies received as Witneſſes, and ſuch alſo allowed. 
to (it as Judges: ' Thus Mr. Calderwood a proteſt, and bitter E- 
nemy. of /Mr.:ffereot Miniſter of Dalkeizb, who was the chief if 


not 'the: 6nly!Informer againſt him, ſat and judged him in the WWE 


Presbjtery inthe quality ofa Ruling Elder 3 And when the faid 
Mr, Herzot deſired that he might be removed, it was utterly re- 
fuſed him. - So :when'Mr. George Parves Miniſter at Glencorſe 
ppeatxed before the ſame Presbytery at Dalkeith, he.objeRted a- 
inſt-ſome of the Witneſles as carrying Heart-Malice and ill 
Wil towards him; they having ſometime before aſſaulted him. 
"m'the Pulpit with Swords and Staves, and taking him by the 
| Throat, had gone near to have ſtrangled him, if he had not gor 
prefent Relief;-therefore (ſaid he) they ought nat to be allow- 
ed as'Witneſſes againſt-me, for they .chat did ſo, what will they 
not do to procure my ruin 2 Upon which the very Reverend 
and Worthy }/Matthew Selkzrk, who is now ſetled Miniſter at 
Crighton,roſeupand ſpoke to the Moderator'z That if theſe Mer 
| badtloje ſo out of Malice and perſonal Prejudice, they ought not 
| tobe received as Witneſſes 3 but if they had done it for the Glory, . 
of God, he ſaw no-reaſon why they might not be admitted. If one 
part of the Depoſition ſeemed to prove the Libel, or. any hr 
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ricleof it, though the other did exculpate the Miniſter or exte- 


- ._nuate his fault, the firſt was marked, and the other left out ; 


So 1 was told of one who is fince dead,who was accuſed for ſay- 
ing, that VWomer wanted Souls; The Witneſs declar'd he had 
heard him ſay ſo, but that he only deliyer'd as the Opinion of 
another, and yet upon this the Article was look'd upon as pro- 
ved: When the Witneſſes cleared the Miniſter or aflerted his 
Innocence, they were diſmiſf'd as knowing nothing of the Mat- 
ter; but ſuch were greatly encouraged and cheriſhed asſhew- 
ed themſelves earneſt and forward todiveft bim of the Chara- 
Cer of a faithful, pious and upright Paſtor ; And when they pal- - 
ſed the Sentence of Suſpenſion or Depoſition againſt any, at- 
the intimation of it, from the Pulpit in his own Church , the 
whole Libel was read, though ſeveral of the Articles! were fo 
frivolous and trivial as not cenſurable by Law, and others of 
them that contained Matter of Scandal were no way proved. 

As for the Epiſcopal Clergy, ſome of them diſown'd their 
Authority, and would not appear 3. Others appeared, and gave 
in their Defences; and ſome perceiving the Partiality; of, the 
particular Presbyteries appeal'd to the next General Aſſetnbly, 
hoping to meet with greater Moderation there, or at leaſt that 


| beforethat time the Civil Government would pur a ſtop-to 


theſe rigid and unreafonable proceedings. Thus matters went 
rill the ſitting of the Aſſembly, and by theſe proceedings the 


 Prebyterians. not only encreas'd the prejudices of thoſe wha 


differed from them, but they alſo diſguſted many of their 
| Friends. The Presbyterians you know were much inferiour io 
the Epiſcopal Party in number, quality, learning or good Senſe ; 
and I aſſure you, that now they bave loſt much even of that 
| Intereſt which they had in this Nation, many who thought well 

of them while they were kept under, are now aſhamed of them, 
| and have deſerted them: I am told that many ( even in the 
Weſt )) abominate them: I+-is moſt certain that in other places 
. of the Kingdom, they are fear'd and dreaded as -a Plague to 
Mankind, juſt as the Jeſuits are. : TT: 


When the time of the Afﬀembly drew near, the ſeveral 
- Presbyteries ſet about the chuſing Commillioners for it , and 
| | things 
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things were fo laid, that the moſt bigotted .and hot-heade 
were generally choſen, and thoſe of a more moderate Temper 
put by. If there had been any reſpec to the qualifications of 
Men, none in that part of the Country he lived in would have 
been preferr'd to Honeſt Dr. Hardy; but becauſe heretofore he 
had kept correſpondence with the Epiſcopal Party, and (till 
preſt Moderation towards them, he was excluded. Inlike man- 
net Mr. Alexander Pitcairn of Dron was put by, becauſeof his 
_ carriage at the laſt General Meeting, though he is ſaid to have 
more Learning than the moſt of them; and there were but 
three others in the Presbytery with him, and none of them, of 
theſe o)d men to whom the Government of the Church was . 
entruſted by the late A& of Parliament ; He indeed came to 
the Aſſembly, ſat in it, and interpoſed his Judgment, but was 
no Member of it,and ſo conſequently had no Vote. When theſe 
Meaſures were perceived, it was concluded, That Mr. George 
Campbel (hould be alſo ſhuffled out of the Aſſembly z but that 
would have made their deſigns too apparent,there being none of 
his Presbytery whom they could bring in Competition with him, 
as alſo they had not much reaſon to tear any Oppoſition from 
him becauſe of his modeſty and quietneſs, which makes him 
' averſeto Conteſts and Jangling. He hath indeed the Chara- 
Cer of a learned, good, and diſcreet Man; and by his Modera« 
tion at firſt he did very much diſpleaſe his Brethren, which (as 
E am informed, but am loth to believe ) hath obliged him for 
removing their Jealouſfies to expreſs himſelfof late more ſever- 
ly againſt the Epiſcopal Party than he us'd to do formerly. As 
for Lay-Commiſlioners, ſuch were pick'd out as either were 
molt bygottedly affected to their Intereſts, or whom they de- 
fird and deſign'd to make faſt Friends to their Party. In the. © | 
" Presbytery of Charnfidethe Laird of —was choſen, and in Dunſe: 
the Competition lay betwixt the Laird of Layton and M. the 
laſt was like to have carried it, but ſome one ſuggeſted to the 
Moderator, that it would very much refle& upon them to have. 
both the Commiſhoners for the Merſe ſtain'd with the Scandal 
of Adultery ; upon whichthe Commiſſion was giv'a to Laztor, 
and the other was put by, whom yet they would fain have: 
obliged,, 


obliged, he being one who has at preſent a conſiderable place 

_ in the Kingdom, BN | 
The King you know ought to have a Commiſſioner at every 
Afﬀembly,to ſee that Afﬀairs of State be not medled with by the 
Brethren, who indeed ſtill retain the (trong Inclinations, which 
they as well as the Church of Rowe have always ſhewed to 
-meddle with them, pretending they only do this in ordine ad 
ſpiritualia, Every one look'd that the Earl of Crawford ſhould 
have been the perſon, whom the King ſhould have honoured 
4vith that Employment, and his Lordſhip himſelf rejoyced in 
expeCationof it : But ( to the ſurprizal of all) ſome few days 
before the Aſſembly ſat, a Commiſſion came down for My 
Lord Carmichael, which made the zealous Brethren hang down 
- their Ears: And My Lord Crawford gave an Indication of his 
ſecret Grudg at the diſappointment, by his entertaining every 
body who came to ſee him with Proteſtations, that he did not 
deſire it, and with Reaſons and Excuſes why he would not have 
accepted of it, if it had been offered to him: But we may 
juſtly ſuſpe& that his Lordſhip would not have refuſed it, fee- 
ing he frequented the Aſſembly, and officiouſly meddled in all 
the Concerns of it, even before he was made a Member 3 and 
upon Carmichael's advancement,there were Letters immediately 
diſpatched to procure a Commiſſion for his Lordſhip from ſome 
Burgh or other, becauſe a Commiſſion from a Presbytery had 
been neglected, upon an expettation that his Lordſhip ſhould 
_ . haverepreſented the K7rg himſelf in the Aſſembly : -His Lord- 
hip. was ſo humble, that having miſs'd of the higheſt Station, 
he would rather ſerve in the meaneſt, than not have an hand in 
' advancing the good Cauſe; or be deprived of the occaſion of 
' -perſeCting what he had ſo zealouſly begun : He had indeed 
-merited the higheſt Honour inthe Kirk, but all except the very 
Bygots of that ſide approved the Kirg's Choice as beſt and 
wileſt for himſelf, and the Intereſt of the State, For My Lord 
Carmichael was look'd upon as a Man of good Senſe, and he 
had lately giv'a proofs of his Difcretion and moderate Temper, 
at the Viſitation of the Colledg of Glaſgow; whereas My 
Lord Crawford kept within no bounds of Moderation at the 
__ | Viſitation 
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_ 
Viſitation of the Univerſity of S. Adrews, and was much ea- 
ken notice of for. his rough Uſage of the Maſters, particular- 


ly the Reverend old Dr. Weemſe Dean of S. Andrewes, and © | 


Principle of S. Leonard's: College, who had been a Maſter in 
the ſaid Univerſity for the ſpace of 45 years, under whom 
My Lord Crawford ſtudied Philoſophy, and to whom he was 
then particularly obliged 5 the Dr. had alſo been a- zealous 
Aſſertor of the Proteſtant Religion, and deſign'd to have made 
the Univerſity his Hefr 3 notwithſtanding all which, My Lord 
would not ſuffer him to have the favour of a Seat, when he 
attended. that Viſitation, and when the honeſt Gentleman's 
Age and Infirmity obliged him to reſt: himſelf on the ſtep of 
a Stair in the room, becauſe other Conveniency was deny'd 
him ; his Lordſhip ſent an Officer and raiſed him; ſuch Rough. 
neſs and Incivility you may think incredible, but I had it from 
the old Gentleman himſelt; of the which, with all other Parti- 
culars of that Viſitation, as alſo of the Viſitation of the other 
Colleges, Iam told that the World may expe a full Account, 
But to return from whence my reſpect to my Lord Crawford 
carried me. th 

All the Members of the Aſſembly being duly couven'd on 
the appointed day, vis. the 16th. of OFober, they went to the 
High Charch where Mr. Gabriel (unninghame Moderator of the 
laſt General Meeting did preach on S. Johe 2. 17. And bis Diſ- 
ciples remembred that it was written, the Zeal of thine oo hath _ 
eaten-me up. In which the old man gave a greater Proof of his 
Memory than his Judgment, for the ſame Sermon had been 
preach'd on the ſame Text by Mr. Oliver Bowlis, ar. 1643. be- 
fore the Lords and Commons aſſembled in- Parliament at Lozd. 
I have ſeen the printed Sermon compared with the Notes of 
what was preach'd, and I aſſure you Mr. Gabriel made an ex- 
at Repetition, and followed his Authour verbatim: ſo far as 
was fit for his purpoſe, only he left out ſome things in the 
Cloſe of Mr. Bowlzs's Sermon, and added ſome bitter RefleQi- 
ons on the Epiſcopal Party. Do | 

. There was a Parallel carried on betwixt Presbytery and 

that Miracle of our Saviour in WHIPPINg the Buyers and Sel- 

| | lers 
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lers out of the: Temple ; the ſetting up Presbytery at this time 


| - was cormpared to.the Work of the Reformation, and was made 


a more wonderful and ſignal A& of Providence. The Epiſcopal 
\ Party were called formal and nominal Proteſtants, who profeſſing 
to retain the Fundamentals, did pervert and corrupt the very Do. 
Arine and all the Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, The Presbyteri- 
ans you know can never have their fill of Preaching, and there- 
fore a ſingle Sermon was not thought ſufficient to open their 
Aſſembly, but they returned in the Afternoon, where Mr. Pa- 
trick Simſon preached, on 3. Zach. 7, Thus ſaith the Lord of 
"Hoſts, if thou wilt walk in my Ways,, and if thou wilt keep my 
Charge, then thou ſhalt alſo judg my Houſe, and ſhalt alſo keep my 
Courts, and I will give the Places to walk among theſe =o, qr 
by, . When his Matter and Expreffion were conſidered, no 


| body thought his Sermon was borrowed as that in the fore- 
noon had been, for it was Presbyterian Stuff courſe enough. 
He aſcribed to their Meeting a Supremacy abſolute and im- 
_ mediate next under Chrilt. 

' -. Aﬀter both Sermons they- went to the Place appointed for 


the Aſſembly z Mr, Gabriel Cunninghame opened the Meet- 
ing with a Prayer, after which he. made a Complement to the 
King's Commiſſioner, and defired that his Commiſſion might 
be ſeen and read. The Commiſſioner having produc'd his Com- 
miſſion, he deſired that every one might alſo ſhew theirs; which 
| occaſioned a confuſed Jangling for ſome time. The next thin 
they fell upon was the chuſing of the Moderator, for Mr. Ga- 
briel could no longer preſide, it being againſt their Principles 
-toallow a conſtant Moderator. For Perſons were in Nomi- 
nation, the firſt was Mr, George Caxpbel Miniſter at Drumfries, 
Whoſe CharaQter I have given you before 3 the next was 
_ Mr. Gilbert Rule, who formerly paſsd under the name of 
Dr. Rzle becauſe of his praiſing Medicine ; he fat in the Aſ- 
embly as Commiſſioner from the Colledg at Edinburgh, where 
he' was lately inſtalled Principal, in the room of the reverend 
* and learned Dr. Moxro, In the laſt times of Presbytery he 
was an Independent, but now he ſeems to own no ſuch thing, 
- but preſleth the Presbyterian Government as of Divine Inſtitu- 
| ie Sn, i tion : 
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tion : He is of great Authority among his Party, and 1s reckon-- 
ed by them a learned and judicious man; but firſt he ſeems 
not to have the Latine Tongue, for he oft woundeth Priſciar, 
and hath ſolittle Command of that Language, that he dare nor 
extend his Prayers before the Students above two or three 
Sentences, which when obſerved made one wiſh that all the 
Presbyterians were obliged to pray in Latin, and then they 
would not beſo tedious, nor vent ſo much Nonſerſe in their 
Prayers, as moſt of them now uſe to do : Again, the things he 
hath publiſhed diſcover no ſmall Ignorance; witneſs, his ſilly 
Gloſe on that Expreſſion of $. Jerome 3 Quid facit Epiſcopus,ex- 
cept3 Ordinatione, quod Presbyter non faciat : Where he maketh 
Ordinatio to be the ordering of the Meetings of the Clergy. 
* He alſo publiſhed a Pamphlet, wherein he 
repreſented the Principles and PraCtices of = wy = 9 of 
Pregbyteriansz which is a very weak and ,,,,£,1;,,- 165 v. 
empty Paper full of Contradictions, where- of his pretended An- 
in the Scripture is groſly wreſted, and Tabs a0 116+ 16 
wherein ſeveral things are obtruded as cer- pram. 
tain and of great Importance, which have 
no Foundation either in Scripture, Reaſon, or Antiquity. 
As by this it appears that his Learning 1s not great, though - 
he hath had the Boldneſs to enter the liſts with Dr. Stillingfleet, 
ſo he hath often in his Sermons vented himſelf bitterly againſt 
the Epiſcopal Party; Ser ou 
A third Perſon was Mr. Mcldraum once Miniſter at Aberdeer , 
but who hath preach'd at a Meeting-Houſe in the Weſt ever 
fince the Indulgence granted by King James. He indeed en- 
_ tred the Miniſtry in times of Presbytery , but he alſo compli- 
ed with Epiſcopacy when it was reſtored. He at Hr(t toge- 
ther with Mr. Johz Menzies Profeſior of Divinity at Aberdeen, 
did hefitate upon the Oath of Canonica! Obedience; which 
Biſhop Mitchel of Aberdeen would by no means allow ; ſo that 
they-both-ran a riſque of being deprivd, But afterwardSup- 
on a Conference at S. Andrews with the Archbiſhop of that See, 
wha 1t-ſeems dealt ſomewhat ſmoothly with them, they both 
ſubſcribed the Oath of Canonical Obedience, - and were ſent. 
my C 2 Si ee back 


back to the Biſhop of Aberdeen with recommendatory Letters 
from the Primate; upon which they were admitted to their 
| Places, which the one kept till his Death, and the other till 
the Oath of the Teſt. ..1 am told that Mr. Meldram denies the 
matter of Fat, arid will not acknowledg that ever he took 
the Oath of Canonical Obedience, but the thing is too noto- 
rious to be denyed ; for as the Primate of S. Andrews affur'd 
the Biſhop of Aberdeez of it by a Letter under his hand, of 
which Mr. Meldram himſelf was the Bearer; ſo the Biſhop 


of Aberdeen to make their Compliance as publick and exem- 
plary as he thought their demurring and refuſal had been 
ſcandalous, before he remitted them to the Exerciſe of their 
Miniſtry, cauſed a publick Intimation of their Subſcription to 
be made in the oJd Church of new Aberdeen, which Intima- 
tion was made by Dr. Keith afterwards Profeſſor of Divinity 
at Edinburgh, which certainly would not have been done, if 
the: matter of Fa& had not been certain : Eſpecially if it be 
conſider that they themſelves, tho preſent, did not offer to 
contradict it, When this rigorous Proceeding of the Biſhops 
| againſt them was in ordinary Diſcourſe complained of, he de- 
fended himſelt by an o/d Scotch Proverb, which is, That a fid- 
ging Mare ſhould be well girded: And it has been told me the 
_ Subſcriptions both of Mr. Mexzies and Mr. Meldrum are (till 
extant. However Mr. Meldrum payed true Canonical. Obedi- 
. ence, as much as any other Miniſter, to the Biſhop of Aberdeez, 

and lived in particular Friendſhip with Biſhop Scowgal, who 
ſucceeded in that See: he frequented the Presbyteries and Sy- 
nods, ſubmitted to their Ads, and affiſted ſeveral times when 
the Biſhop ordained, and ſo far deſerted the Principles of the 
Covenant and our Scottiſh Presbiteryans , that he ſwore and 
ſubſcribed the Declaration, when he was admitted ReQor of 
the Mariſhal College of Aberdeen, It cannot be' denied but 
that he carried himſelf well, and gained the good Opinion of 
all, while he kept his Place, and even after he had left it for 
not taking the Teſt, he did not deſert the Church, nor re- 
_nounce Communion with the Epiſcopal Party, until the time 
that King Zames diſcharged the taking of Oaths, and ſuf pres: 
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| ed the Laws which enated them, and then becauſe he was 
not permitted to return to the Exerciſe of his Miniſtry at Aber- 
deew, tho he was allowed to go any where elſe, he became ſo 
picqu'd and offended at the Biſhops, whom he apprehended 
were the Cauſe thereof, that he preſently ſtruck in with the 
Presbyterians, and either to make his Change appear the more 
ſincere or becauſe he had really alter'd his Judgment and the 
Principles he formerly profeſs'd, he hath broke of all corre- 
ſpondence with the Epiſcopal Party, though ſome of them were 
his moſt intimate Acquaintance, and as Occaſion offer'd vent- 
ed himſelf as bitterly and ſeverely againſt them, as any Pres- 
byterian whatſoever. And when he was laſt at Aberdeen; tho 
he was kindly and civilly invited by his. old Colleagues to- 
take their Pulpit, yet he would never preach for them, nor 
ſo much as hear them; but choſe rather to go preach in the 
Meeting-Houſe, where he exhorted the People to Thankful- 
neſs for the deliverance of the Land from Prelacy, and to be 
earneſt in their Prayers that it might never return again. In 
him we have an apparent Inſtance, how great a Temptation. 
even to a judicious Man Picque and Intereft and Popularity 
do oftentimes prove. At firſt he pretended that he would 
only attempt to reclaim the deluded People of the Weſt from 
their Errors atid Extravagancies, who (he ſaid) had been loſt 
for want of good and knowing Miniſters amongſt thems bue 
It was plainly foretold by a Perſon of Quality and great Worth, 
that it would appear he could not work 'upon them, but that 
they would inſnare him, and bring him over to all their Foole- 
ries. Rel | = 
The fourth and laſt Perſon was one Mr. Hugh Kennedy, who 
- is uſually called Father Kexzedy by the Phanaticks here, and 
by others Bitter Beard: he is of a little Stature, bur ſuch a 
one as has made a great Buſtle 1n his time ; he was a Rin 
leader of the-Remonſtrator-Party, and with the Scottifþ Ar. 
my at: Newcaſtle, when they'delivered up King Charles I. and re= 
ceived a 'part of the Price of his Blood, as is commonly re- 
ported: fix thouſand Marks. In the Year 1660 he was depo- 
{ed by a Synod of Presbyterians for ſeveral Crimes ; eſpecial- 
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ly or being a Firebrand among, his Brethren, and for a Book 
entituled The Canſes of Gods Wrath upon Scotland, which Sen- 
tence. of Depoſition was never taken off, till the laſt day but 
one of this Aſſembly, as you ſhall hear afterwards. 

Theſe were the four Perſons nominated to preſide in the Af. 
ſembly-; when it came to the Vote, Mr. Gilbert Rule had four 
or-five; Mr. Geo, Meldram one; Mr. George Campbel forty 
eight; :but the moſt were in favour of Mr. Hugh Kennedy, 
and ſo the Chair was aflign'd to him, who came ſhort of the 
reſt in Learning, -yet ſ{yrpaſſed them in Subtilty and Malice. 
"Having choſen a Moderator, the next thing requiſite was a 
-Clerk, they appointed Mr. John Spalding, who had been Clerk 
to the General Meeting, to officiate in the.interim-till they 

"ſhould chuſe one, but he comtinued all the time of the Aſſem- 
| bly, for there were ſo many' Competitors for the Clerkſhip, 
* and each of them had ſuch Intereſt by their Friends in the A(: 
ſembly, that they durſt never put it to the hazard of a Vote, 
for fear df dividing the Aſſembly ; the Competitors were as 

" we heard, Merſingtor, Corſrigge, two Lords of the Seſfion 
Park Hay, the famous James Stewart, and one Kerr. x 

In this Aſſembly there was an hundred and eighty Perſons, 

Clergy and Laity, There: were no Commiſſioners from the 

- Shires of Argus, Merzs, Aberdeen, or any of the more Nor- 

| "thern Parts of the Kingdom ; and even ſeveral Places on the 

| North ſide of 7ay bad none; only here and there in a Corner, 

where the Presbyteriagns had ſeated themſelves, and aſſymed 

the name of a Presbytery, there were-one or two choſen and 

Commiſſionated to repreſent them in the Aſſembly. None 

of the [Uniyerfities-or-Colleges had any Repreſentatives. there, 
fave that of Edinburgh, whom Mr. Gzlbert Rale repreſented ; 

fo that this was no- more a General Aſſembly. of the Church 

of Scotland, than that of Trent can be-called a General Coun- 

cil of the Catholick Church 3 nor-did any other Spirit rule in 

the one than what prevailed inthe other,; I mean-a Spirit of 

Fattion, Intereſt and-Prejudice, as will appear by the Con- 

— fideration of their Proceedings, - though there were Prayers e- 
nough put” up for another Spirit, if they had been diſpoſed - 


| for it, The 
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The Presbyterians of Scotlavd have always conteſted with 
Kings about the Power of calling, adjourning and diſſolving A: 
ſembliex. They pretend to an intrinſfick Power in.themſelves 
in" this matter, to which (as Mr. Rule ſays in his Repreſenta- 
tion, &c.) that of the Magiſtrate is cumulative, and not pri- 
vative. The adjuſting of this Matter therefore was the firft 
Difficulty brought before the Moderator, and no ſmall Tryal 
of his Skillz for as in the one hand they had all the Reaſons 
in the World to complement and gratify the King ; fo on the 
other it is well known the Presbyterians are very tenacious 
of their pretended Rights, and very jealous of Encroachments 
upon them, which makes them cautious of giving Precedeats. 


Now this Difficulty he reſolved thus, he ſuffered the Com- 2 


miſſioner to appoint the time of their Meeting, and without 
taking notice of what the Commiſſioner had done, he himſelf 
adjourned them to the ſame time 3 ſometimes alſo to comple- 
ment the Commiſſioner be would ſo cunningly ſmooth the 
bufineſs, as when he had reſolved upon the time of their Meet- 
ing, he would firſt ask the Commiſſtoner if his Grace could 
attend them at ſuch a time, and then adjourn'to the ſaid time ; 
ſo they always agreed about rhe time of their Meetings, and 
by this means the Debate betwixt them and the King was wa- 
ved, and never decided. There happened a pleaſant Paſſage 
to this Purpoſe, which I muſt not omit; | Mr. Gabr. Cunning- 
hame preſiding one day in the abſence of the ordinary Mode. 
rator, he asked the Commiſſioner what ſhould be the next. 


time of their Meeting 3 but whether it was out of Forgetfulneſs 


that he-did ſo or not, he corrected himfelf in his Prayer. For- 
he began with an acknowledgment of Chriſt Jeſus being ſupreme 
Head and Governour of the Church, and then faid theſe Words, 
Thou knoweſt, O Lord, that whei we own any other, it is only 
for Decency ſake. Ro 
The next day they met, and only heard the King's Letter : 
read, and appointed ſome Perſons to draw up an Anſwer. We 
expected to have ſeen both in. Print, as is uſual, but neither . | 
of them has been as yet publiſhed, becauſe, as 1s ſuppoſed, 
there. was ſomething in the King's Letter a little — 
ws | . which 


_ (24) 
which they would not have every one to know, viz. That 
he favoured their Government, becauſe he was made to On 
it was moſt agreeable to the Inclinations of the People; that he 
world have them very moderate in their Proceedings, and do no- 
thing wbich might diſpleaſe their neighbour Church : This laſt 
did not go down well with them, for it troubled them to 
be made in any ways accountable to a Church, which in all 
their Diſcourſes they exclaimed againſt as ſuper/itions and ido. 
latrous, and into which they are deſigning to introduce their 
lorious Reformation. Neither was the firſt very acceptable, 
or if the Inclinations of the People were the Motive of ſet- 
ting up Presbyterian Government, when it ſhould (' asit very 
eaſily might) be repreſented, that the Inclinations of the Peo- 
ple were againſt Presbytery, and the Spirit and ractice Pof the 
preſent Presbyterians, his Majeſty might be moved to remove 
this, and ſet up another Government. Therefore in their An- 
{wer they afſerted that their Government was not only ſute- 
able to the Inclinations of the People, but alſo moſt agreeable 
, to the Word of God, and that this might not be looked upon 
merely as the Flouriſh of an Epiſtle, they defign'd to back it 
with the Authority of an AQ 5 which ſhould declare their 
Government both of Divine Right, and alſo the true Legal Go. 
vernment of this Church, which they pretended had never 
ſuffered any Alteration, except in time of Uſurpation, Tyran- 
ny and great Oppreſſion, But the Commiſſioner apprehend- 
ing the Conſequences of fuch an At, thought it not fit to 
let the ſame paſs, without Advice from Court 3 and therefore 
deſired a Copy of it to ſend to the King his Maſter, who ic 
ſeems did not approve of it: For it never more appeared here, 
at which the Brethren have not a little murmared. And if 
it had. paſſed, as it would not have contributed much to the 
_ Eſtabliſhment of their Government, it being the Att of ſo in- 
conſiderable an Aſſembly; ſo it would only have diſcovered 
their Ignorance, Falſhood and Impudence: For it is clear from 
our Hiſtories (as was declared.in alate Diſcourſe) that Pres- 
bytery heretofore was never ſetled but 1n times of Rebellion; 
- and what Enemies our Scottifſþ Presbyterians have been always 
| to 
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to Kings, and how much they were wont to encourage Re- 
bellion King James VI. has from his Experience fully and plain- 
ly declared, 'in his Baſi/ico Doron, where he cautions his Son 
againſt them as the moſt barbarous, treacherons and perfidt- 
ous ſort of People, who are leſs to be truſted thari the thieving 
Borderers, or the wildeſt uncivilized 'ZZighlanders. The Argu- 
ment alſo, which Sir James Montgomery of Skelmorly aſed for 
Presbytery in the Parliament, ſhews how much it favours Mo- 
narchy and Kingly Power, which was this, That it was the 
Peoples only Security againſt the Encroachment of Kings, and 
a proper- Curb to reſtrain their Inſolence and Extravagancy ; 
And indeed when they are encouraged, they fo reſtrain them 
as to make them ſignify nothing, as appears by their Behavi. 
our to King J#mes VI. before he went to Exglend, and what 
they did' to King Charles I, whom they perſecuted and 
purſued to Death. As to: the Moderation which his Maje- 
{ty. required -of them , they promiſed with a ſolemn Atteſte- 
tion, that they would ſhew all the Moderation that his Majeſig 
could expe; which when confidered was not a very great - 
Obligation on them z for if the Kirig underſtand chetn aright, 
his ExpeCation will be very ſmall, Moderation' being very 
rarely to be found among Presbyterians. Rs 


. 
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It being ani old Cuſtom of grneral Aſſernblies' to eaſe the 
Miniſters of the' Place where they meet from _— they 
ordered this day who ſhould preach the following Sunday, 
and when they were appointing Preachers: for the reſt of the 
Churches and Meetitig-Houſes it Edizburgh, one +. + Colineſ : 
ſtood up, and-ſaid ; It was fit to ſend Miniſters to ! 
the Conformiſts Kicks too : But the Moderator perceiving 
the Commiſſioner diſpleaſed at the Propoſal, replyed 3 That 
they ſought none of their Help, and they ſhould get as little. The 
firſt chat preached in the High Church before the Commiſli- 
oner,, was Mr, Geo, Meldruvs, whoſe Text was Philzp, 4. Ver. 
5. The Sermon was fratied to' pleaſe the varions Humours 
of Men, and to recommend: himſelf to Perſons of different 
Tempers, for the general Drift- of it ſeemed to-be' for Mode- 
ration, which both the Core end all good' diſcreet People 

wit ——called — 
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called for z yet he caution'd it with ſuch Reſtrictions and Ex- 
ceptions as that: he might juſtifie himſelf with the more. ri- 
gid, and prevent their jealouſies and ſuſpicions of him: *He 
who preached the Sunday following ( if my Memory fail not) 
was one Hamiltoz, who was ſomewhat ſingular in hisreckon- 
ing the Years during which we of this Nation have been de- 
prived of the Goſpel ; for whereas the reſt of the Presbyte- 
rians reckon but 28. viz. from the Reſtauration of the Royal 
Family and Epiſcopacy, he ran ten Years farther backward, 

' and-made it 38. leaving People to guels his reaſon, and 
when the Matter was enquired into, it was found that he 
dated the want of the Gaſpel from the Year 1652. becauſe 
fince that time they never had a General Aſſembly, and then 

. too they were not ſuffered to fit, for the Engliſh, Governor 

| here raiſed them, becauſe they had no Warrant from Crowwel, 

- and carried them out ſurrounded with Guards to Brantsfield- 

' Links, where he diſmiſſed them with a -ſevere threatening, 
if any three of them ſhould be found together. It would be 
tedious to give you a particular account of all the Sermons. 
which were preached here-in the time of the Aſſembly, but 
in general I aſſure you they were very nauſcating to all ra- 
tional Perſons, for except one or two preached by Mr. Car- 
| ftairs and Mr, Robert Wyllie, they were either miſerably flat - 
and dull, or elſe full of bitter Zeal againſt the Epiſcopal Party ; 
Inſtead of the DoQtrins and Duties of Chriſtianity, the ex- 
cellency and divine Inſtitution of their Government was the 
ſabje& of their Diſcourſes, and when they happened on any 
neceſſary or weighty Point of Religion, they treated them.in 
ſuch a manner, as if they had defign'd to burleſque Religion, 
and render it ridiculous, which gave a great advantage te 
© atheiſtical and profane Men: So it is obſerved that Religion 
doth ſuffer more now by the ſetting up of the Presbyterians, 
than it did or was like to have ſuffer'd in this Nation: by the 
attempts of the Jeſuits and other Papiſts a little white ago 3 for 
- then it fell out that People fearch'd and confidered the Points 
of their Religion, and they that were ignorant of, the Truth 
| or dif-believed it, came to underſtand it, and to be oy 
__— | vince 


was 
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vinced of it, and were reſolved to be ſtedfaſt in the defence of 
| it, whereas.now the Conteſt being about Forms of Governmentr, 
and Diſcipline, which generally People look upon as mat- 
ters of leſſer moment, all enquiry into the1mportant Points 
is laid afide, and ſeeing there is ſuch Hypocriſie and Igno- 
rance among theſe very Men who ſet up themſelves for the 


peculiar People of God, and that they ' who woyld be- 


thought as it were inſpired, or at leaſt of all others moſt aQ- 
ed by the Spirir of God, are guilty of baſe and unworthy 
_ this cempts People to think all Religion a ſham and 
cheat. | | 
On Monday the twenty fifth they met at eight a Clock 
of the Morning for Prayer only, Some ſay eight, others ten, 
and ſome that eleven prayed ſucceſſively :- One told me he 


ſtayed till-five of them prayed, however they continued to 


pray from eight to twelve. The Moderator began, and when 
he ended he named the perſon who ſhould pray next, and e- 
very one did the like till Dinner time. Among others who 
were deſired to pray there was an old Man who at firſt declin- 
ed it, pretending a bodily indiſpoſition, but-when it was voted 
he ſhould 'pray, he fell to it, and prayed longer a great deal 


than any of the reſt. This Exerciſe of long and continued E: 


Prayer was ſo unuſual, that it became preſently the talk of the 
- Town, and people: had different Sentiments about it, and put 


various Conſtructions upon it : Some ſaid they were prattifing . 


what our Lord condemned, S. Matth. 6. conſidering that 
their Prayers generally are but Babling and vain Repetitions, 
Others that they were imitating the * Popiſh 
Maſſes. Some dreaded the effects of theſe 
Prayers when they called to mind the cuſtom 
of their Predecelſors, who uſed to uſher in p--: 

ſome Villany by Faſting and ſuch ſolemn Prayers, as 7 acits re- 


* Ten or Twelve of 
which are ſaid m a 
Morning ' one | aftor 
another. 


ports of Nero, that when he ſolemnly conſulted the Gods, it | 


was a certain ſign that he intended ſome cruel and bloody En- 
terprize : But the more probable ſeemed to be that this was to 
pray themſelves, if poſſible, into a moderate 'Temper, as the 
King's Letter required, or to vindicate their want of it, as be- 
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Ig more agreeable to the. mind of God, ſeeing it was deny'd 
them after {© many Prayers. To this purpoſe one of them had a 
very remarkable Exprefſion in his Prayer ; for, havingin com- 
pliance with the reſt put up ſome petitions for Moderation, at 
HUE laſt he concludes with theſe words, But, O 
* That £x20turnal TJ orq ! tobe free, it would be better tomake 


prep i Jaw a clean * houſe, This Week they appointed 


Committees for the ſeveral Afﬀairs that were 
before them, which ſat at their own convenience, and. now and 
thenthey met in full Aſſembly, but they paſs'd away the time 
without doing any thing conſiderable, ſo that ſome began to 
apply to them, Parturiunt Montes, &&c. The Moderator laid the 
blame 'of it on the ill attendance of the Members of the A. 
ſembly, and the {low Proceedings of the Committee; but 
the tree reafon was, That they were reſtrained by the fnſtry. 
@Qions ſent from Court, and the fears of encreaſing the cla- 
mouns and prejudices of the Country, as alſo they were ſome- 
what retarded by - the unskilfulneſs of their Brethren in ma- 
raging Afﬀaits of this Nature. The Old Men having for a 
Joby 'time been diſuſed, and the Younger Sort wanting expe- 
' rence; there: were beſides ſome little differences among the 

Brethren, tho the Moderator did all he could to ſmother 
them ; for when there was any q__—_— of the. leaſt Jar, 
he referred the matter which was like to occaſion it; back to 
the Committee to be furcher conſidered, and: then as on all 
other. occaſions 1n his Prayer he thanked God for the Oneneſs 
that was among them. For they endeavour'd 'to make the 
World believe that there was great Harmony in their Aſſem- 
bly which they. talked of with a great deal of Fondneſs and 

Vanity, eſpecially when the Cameronian'Party joyn'd them- 
ſelves to them, tho It may be juſtly ſaid that matters were 
rather hudled up betwixt them, than any true. Union effec- 
ed, and if the cunning of the Moderator had not prevented 
it, the Breach was like to have been wider; For the two 
Perſons that appear'd for the Cameronians, viz. Mr. Shzels, 
_ and Mr. Tiznen gave 1n two Papers, one of Overtures, and 

another defending their Praftices as being moſt agreeable to 


_ the 
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the PraCtices of the trne- Presbyteriins; and:;upbraidirig tHe - 

reſt as deſerting and apoſtatizing from them, which" refleQed. 

on all that fat there, and yet they offered im the face of the i 

Afembly to make good and: juſtifie the fame. Ar'firſt -the | 

Moderator checkt' and rebuk'd them, : but i perceiving they: 7 
would not ſubmit themſelves, they were frrlt ſent out, and | | 


then after ſome time call'd in again, and taken by the hand 3 
and deſired to fit. down with the reſt, without entering up- So : 
| "5 rae "rs ; ; kh. 
on any debate. He. told them upon theirſecond appearance; #8 
that he knew they meaned well, and had:done them ſervice, \ 3h 
and that they. did expet good from them, tho at firſt he:ſaid -: 
they were raſh young Men, who had done-much hurt to the. : 


Church. The Sunday following both the Cameroniars at- 
Reſtalridge, and the other Brethren in the Palpits of the 
Town, preach'd:upvn -this Agreement and Union of the. | 
Parties. The latter gave God thanks for it, and the former- ; 
juſtified themſelves, and declared that thereby they had nei-_ 
ther condemned their own former Prafices, nor yet ap-. 

| 

| 
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proved of ithe Corruptions that were among their Brethren. i 8 
The Camerontans in the Country having got information of 43 
this Union, ſent ſome of their number to the Aſſembly with: 1 os 


ſome Papers, who were not allowed to come in before the. . i! "i 


Afﬀembly, but ſome of the Brethren were ſent out to confer- {4:0 
with them, who received their Papers, and giving them fair 8. -{Y 
Words, diſmiſſed them, The Papers having; never been pub-. xt . 
lickly produc'd, the:Contents of them were not known. 1 = 

As to the Afﬀair which came before the Afembly, the if 7% be 
firſt thing remarkable was the Buſineſs of Mr. Gabriel Simple. i. 
which took up ſome days:; He had received a Call (as the MW 
Word'is) both from thePeople of Jedbnrgh, and alſo from. | : 4 5 


thoſe of -Xi[{patrick, and each of them petition'd the Aſſembly ij "# 


for him, becauſe of Spiritual Sibneſs aud Paſtoral Relation ; |; ; | Wo 
which they had ts him At the ſame time there was an Ad- i WF 5H 
dreſs read from no lefs than twelve -Pariſhes in Northwmber- : Ht: 
land, as was pretended, deſiring that the ſaid Mr. Gabriel - y 5 


might not be taken from them, he having taken compaſſion on | FOR® 
them whentghey lay weltering -in their Blood, and no Eye to pity. hg 
He them, 


ca ( 38) | 
them, © and ſrewing- that England was: over-gone with Briars 
and Thorns which would over-run Scotland too if Mr. Gabriel 
did not weed them ont, that by" Mr. Gabriel's care twelve Pa« 
riſhes were, well provided, which conld not be ſo well done by. any 
ordinary Man 3 That he had been twenty four: Years among then 
which was ſufficient to found a Paſtoral Relation, Mr. Gilbert 
. ' Rule ſeconded this Addreſs, and pleaded for thoſe of Nor- 
 thumberland, that they might have the benefit of Mr. Gabriel ; 
| alledging, that it was Charity to plant the Goſpel in England, 
and he declar'd thet he knew not only twelve Pariſtes,. but that 
for fifty Miles they wanted the Word of God; © For (ſaid he) 
_ betwixt Berwick aud New-Caſtle there was leſs praifice of 
Piety, than amongſt Papiſts, or Heathens, and therefore it was 
ft to ſend Miniſters among them, he concluded his Diſcourſe thus, 
That as we onght to plant the Goſpel where-ever we can, Fo the 
Presbyterians of England having now a Liberty granted them 
by King and Parliament they might very well call back ſich as 
bad been driven in amongſt them in time of Perſecution. To 
* this laſt the Moderator reply'd, Mr. Gilbert, "What if they 
- '\ dbould call, zou? And when he anſwer'd, that perhaps he would 
| then go, he ſaid to him, Mr. Gilbert, 7 do not think you ſo 
' great a Fool, But as to Mr. Gabriel the Moderator and the 
generality of the Aſſembly were for calling him back to Scot- 
lard, alledging that Charity began at home, when they had 
reaſon'da long while upon the Matter too and again, Mr. X7rk- 
jo ſtood up and faid, What needs: this ado ? For-he had 
heard that Mr. Gabriel durſt not return to Northumberland, 
there being an Order from ſeveral Juſtices of Peace to ap- 
prehend '/him, which Mr. Gabriel confeſs'd to be true. This 
decided: the matter as to Northumberland, and. ſhewed that 
Mr. Gabriel would have had his forc'd returs coloured. with a 
Solemm invitation; and. when it came to be confider'd, whi- 
ther Jedburgh or Killpatrick ſhould have: him 5 he diſcover- 
ed his own. Inclinations before-it came to a Vote, telling that 
| Kirkpatrick\had no - Manſe. for: him, neither could. he main- 
tain a Horſe at it, when the Votes were a ſtating Mr. Gabrie} 
Crumingham deſired the Moderator to pray for drowning the 


noiſe 
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woiſe of the Aembly. But Mr. Kirktoun anſwered, What weeds | 


all this fool Praying, it was not the - Cuſtow to pray at every 
thing, ſo they paſt immediately to voting, :and the Votes 


carried it for Jebburgh, which no doubt was according to. 


Mr. Gabriel's own deſire. en 

The next great Afﬀair was the removing Mr. George Canmp- 
bel from being Miniſter at Dramfries to be Profeſſor of. Di- 
vinity at Edinburgh, which was made vacant by the_Viſita- 
tion of the College, for that Dr. Strachan could not comply 
with the Terms requird in the AQ of Parliament. The Ma- 


giltrates of Edinburgh being Patrons of the place gave a Call 


to Mr. Campbel, which was..backed by the earneſt invitation 
of ſome others about the Town. He indeed deſerves the 
place better than any of that Party having qualifications. of 
Learning and Modeſty beyond what is uſual to be found a- 


monglt them. But as the People of Draxfries were not wil- 


ling to part with him, ſo neither was he willing of himſelf 
to ſettle at- Edinburgh in his old decaying Years, eſpecially 
when he perceived ſuch ſtrong prejudices againſt the Presby- 
terian Party to-encreaſe, The matter was referr'd to the Af 


ſembly where it was long and hotly debated. The neceſlity- 


and importance of training up Youth was alledged for his 
coming to Edinburgh, but he on the. other hand ſaid, - he was: 
more capable of doing good at Dramfries, and had ſtronger: 
ties and obligations to that place, and at laſt added that he- 
not only had not the iuward call to accept of the Profeſſion of 
Dzovinity,, but did find in himſelf an inward averſion and 


backwardneſs thereto, which he thought ſhould not be ſlight= - 


ed; for there was in it not only ayfpomyay m but @ciay m1, Which: 
occalion'd the matter 'of the inward call to be confidered 
and debated. Mr. Ryle ſaid, That #t conſiſted iz the internal 


Qualifications for the place, and the outward harmonious Call 


of the Church, and that as they were Judges of the firſt, ſo the: 
ts would be known res. it of. Vote : Pr RF the 
Sririt of God was a harmonious Spirit, and that the Spirit of the: 
Prophets was ſubje® to the Prophets. Mr. Campbel. reply'd, 
That he put a. wrong Gloſs on the Place, but however he: 


would: 


” -* . + - ne *.+ 
Me gs - 
pans LL - A. X 
Si tb ae © —_"_ a 
OY, Woo pa 
w-L 


- _— " - 
1 Pte tot ee 3x, 
ned . &-. —— c 


266... <7 
* 


_ 
>_7 " « 

wo CIR a AA IEA = +. i 
. > - — 


S-- Ticular 


q 4 wa _ > «3 $ ” 
Ah Tv ' SR «X 4 
* » BD Tho "5 p 


ww « 40 3: | 
_ me Jebites chow. - Ttwas cefelrad hack to the: Com 
- mittee '#rid.confideted- agdiit ift@ falf Aﬀerably; and'at laſt th 
mattee $45 put"roW Vote, ' having before they collefed th 
_ Votespfayed for'UireQtion therein, '* By the Votes it was car- 
"ried that he ſhould come to Edinburgh; tho it was obſerved 
that the niore-judicious part were againſt his coming, being 
* prevail'd -upori by the weight'of his own Arguments, | How-- 
- ever after-they had reſolved upon his coming, 'they allowed 
hint tilt Lay2»2d? following to remove himſelf-and his Famil) 
{a8 ſome ſay ) tis others would have, that he might in this 
time bring his mind to cloſe witlt: the Call of the Aſerbly, 
becauſe he had ſaid, he would leaye the Kingdom rather that 


54 
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W, Ley or ws after the Decifion of this buſineſs concerning 
Mr. Campbel,there came a Commiſſion from the Town of $. 4” 
:drews to My Lord Crawford to repreſent them inthe Aſſembly : 
The Moderator:uther'd it in with a great Commendation o f 
his.-Lordſkip,'and the minifolt Obligations which they had 
' 40 him, and regreted he had net been's Member of elitr Af 
ſembly ſooher, and that he had not his Commiſſion fron a 
 Presbyterys for which, he fatd; the Presbytery of Couper par- 
ſhould be rebuked, ir} that they” had. neglected him. 
But the reaſor was, (as I told you before Y' that it was expeCt- 
—_— ſhoutd have been Conmilſioner for the King. When 


_ this 'Commiſfion was read, My Lord Crawford, G whoſe Joy 


for which: was to be ſeen in his Countenance ): ſtood up, and 
-made a Diſc6urſe about'the Weight and Importance & thar 
Traſh, and of his Unworthineſs to be a Member of that Vene- 
 rable A and defired that they' might allow him the 
favour” whictschey had granted' to Mr, George Campbel, 'which 
way" to- have tilt Eammarnext to adviſe on it : His Lord(hij 
nod ktowing well what to ſay, but thinking he was obliged 
roy ſomething, fe on\this Impertinencez which moved'the 
of the: Afﬀembly, and made them ſpoil the gravity of 
 rheir Meeting: And indeed' who'could' forbear laughing, - to 
. - hear one make # ſcruple of aQting by Commiſſion, when he 
'".. tad made none'to at without nt ology ay the 
| evera 


( 33 ) 
ſeveral Selſions,of the Aſſembly, and particular Committees; 
and .giving his Opinion in all the Matters that came before 
then. And what a ridiculous thing was it, toask Nine Months 
time to adviſe whether he ſhould be a Member of a Meeting 
which was. to be intirely diſſolved within a fortnight. 

. After they had fat ten or twelve days, they received a Pe- 
tition from two Perſons, the one was called Sth, the other 
Grieve, 1n name of the Town of Duxdee. In the Petition, which 
was drawn up according to their uſual -Canting Stile, they 
complain'd of their want of the Miniſtry there, and deſired that 
ſome might be ſent to them to preach the Goſpel; upon this 
the Commiſſioner asked if the Epiſcopal Miniſters of that 
place. were legally turned out ; and it being replyed that they 
were deptived.by the Privy Council a year ago; the Mode- 
rator- was. ſaffered to proceed in the bufineſs, who preſſed it 
with great Earneſineſs, telling the Aſſembly, that he knew 
that not only in N#xdee, but that in all Argus the Goſpel was 
not preach'd, and. that there was no true Miniſter there, tho 
he and aJl the World belides knew, that except one. or two 
Churches all the reſt of that Shire have Miniſters ſetled in them, 
who daily, exerciſe their FunCQtions, but indeed they are Epi- 
ſcopal Miniſters; whom neither he, nor others of that party 
make any accol\int of, for on all Occaſions they fo expreſs them- 
ſelves, : as if the Goſpel and Miniſtry were confin'd to the Pres: 
byterian Kirk,” But to return. to the buſinefs of Duydee and 


Angus,” Mr. Andrew Bowie, and one” Mr. Rejel declared to the 


Atlembly, That. they had been in that Country already by an Or- 
der from the General Meeting, but that they had no inconrage- 
ment fron. that People, on.the contrary they hal met with great 
Djſcourugerents, and. perceived that they were ſe averſe and indif. 
poſed for receiving the Goſpel, that it was needlef; to ſend any to 


them.3 for they would wiot get an Auditory except in a Kirk, and 
the People would not give them the Keys of the: Kirk: doors, nor ad- 


mit of thew except. they were.compell'd by Authority. To-which 


the :Maderator:replyed, :Biethren, as you have made.an Offer of 


the Gaſpel to them in the name of the General Mecting, ſo you 
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 -wiſt now go and offer it in the nante of the General Aſſembly z and 
added, That they would recommend the Afﬀair to the Privy Coun. 
cl, -who would certainly ſee to their encouragement, and to hwve 
the Keys of Joe Kirk or-other given them. As for Dundee , 
' which was ſaid to be generally refra&ory, the Moderator ſaid, 
They could and would plant Miniſters and Elders therein, whe- 
ther the Town Council would or not. Which if it be not an In- 
truſion, Jet-the World judg : When it was defired that ſome 
others might be added to theſe two Brethren, Mr. William 
Spence ſometime Miniſter of Glezdover was named by ſeveral, 
which was oppoſed by others, becauſe the removing of him 
would leave the Presbytery of Aughterarder without a Porum, 
8s I mentioned before ;- however after ſome Debate, - it was 
carried he ſhould go: And other three alſo were appointed 
to be in readineſs upon advertiſement of the ſucceſs;and en- 
couragement of theſe Brethren. As for this Mr. Williaw Spence, 
one of the Apoſtles for 4»gus he ſerved ſome years under Epi- 
ſcopacy, but having deſired an Augmentation of his Stipend, 
\ andit being refuſed 3 he conceived a Picque at the Biſhops, 
becauſe they gave him not (as he judged )' due Afliſtance be-' 
fore the Commiſſion of the Kirk, which he firſt vented by paſ- 
fing ſevere Refle&ions upon them, and afterwards he grew 
to that height, that .he diſperſed Papers beſpattering both 
them and the Government, aud addreſſed to the Presbytery 
ſor a Reformation: His Fellow Presbyters endeavqured to 
' reclaim him, and to ſuppreſs his-Libels, but their. Attempts 
being in vain, the Matter was carried before the Biſhop and 
Synod of Dumblaze, who finding him obſtinate depoſed him, 
and afterwards upon his further Contumacy and Diſobedi- 
ence' excommunicated him,. which Cenſure was never: yet ta- 
ken off; becauſe he never ſhewed any Repentance, [neither 
made any Application about it. 46 

\ $hoxtly after the receiving of this Petition from Duzdee, 
there came a. Letter to' the Aſſembly from Aberdeen ſubſcri- 
bed by ſome Phaniticks therez who, I aſſure you, in that 
Place are neither-conſiderable for Number, nor Quality. = 


ow 


M0, A 
Letter was ta the ſame” purpoſe, deſiring the Aſſembly to - 
fend them Miniſters, and complaining that they had want- 
ed. the Goſpel for Thirty Years. Mr. George Meldram was 
preſent . when this Letter was read, and neither contra- 
dicted the Aſſertion nor qualified it 5 but ſuffered it to paſs 
without any Refle&ion or Cenſure. Which filence of his 
was admired by thoſe that knew him, neither could they ex- 
cuſe it, confidering that he both knew the place particuJar- 
ly, and could not but be convinced that the Goſpel had been 
preached there, in as great Purity as in any place in the King- 
dom: For not to peak of the preſent Miniſters of that. Ci. 
ty, who have the Approbation. of all wife avd judicious Per- 
ſons, both for preaching and other Qualifications. Mr.. Da- 
vid Lyall, now at Moztreſs, was a long time Miniſter there, 
and 1s eſteemed to have a good Talent of popular preaching. 
Mr. John Menzies Profeſior of Divinity , who was ever 
efteemed an eloquent Preacher, as well as a learned Man, 
continued in. the exerciſe of his Miniſtry there, t1]] the year - 
1684. and Mr. Me/drum: himſelt was Twenty of theſe years 
Miniſter therealſo;z and Dr. Gardez who ſucceeded-him muſt 
be acknowledged to be both a knqwing man: and an able ' 
Preacher 3 one who teacheth the truth in fincerity, without 
reſpect of Perſons. ' So that Mr, Meldram's:new Intereſt-muſt 
have ſtrongly perverted his Judgment, or he may be juſtly 
charged with Hypocrifie and Cowardice; ſeeing, for fear of 
diſpleafing a Party, he would not own the truth on fo fair an 
Occaſion, The Presbyterians ſpeak much againſt a finful fi-- 
lence, and certainly ſach was hisat this time. . Some alledg- 
ed, that the ſending of this Letter was a Device of-his own, 
to get himſelf ſent back to Abecrdeey;- for one would have 
thought that the Aſſembly would rather have ſent-him than 
another, becauſe he might be ſuppoſed to know both the place 
and the People beſt where he had been ſo long Miniſter ; but 
the Aſſembly took no notice . of him; and appointed two to 
go thither to preach the Goſpel , of which one was Mr, Shiel 
a Cemeronian, So that 'as Mr. Meldrum. fell off from the 

= E 2 Epiſcopal. 


| C36). 
Epiſcopal Party becauſe he was not permitted to return to 
his Place at Aberdeer, for the ſame Reaſon he ſhould now de. 


ſert the Presbyterians, ſeeing. they. would not reſtore him 


Upon ſome other occaſion it was propoſed by the Mo- 
derator to ſend ſome other Perſons to make an offer of the 
Goſpel to the reſt ofthe Northern-Shires.z accordingly an A& 
paſt, appointing ſeveral (I know not the exa&t number) who 
were commended to the Council for their V:aticum, as: the 
Moderator worded it, which Mr. Fraſer of Brae found fault 
with as ſordid, and then he wiſht them to call it Maintenance 
or Proviſion, or what they pleaſed, for they knew his mean- 
ing well enough. | 


But that which is moſt remarkable, is, that in this as well 
as the two former inſtances, Perſons were commiſſtonated to 
preach and make an offer of the Goſpel; for in theſe very 
Terms it was propoſed, ſtated, voted and determined, as 
if they - were. going to convert Pagans and Infidels ; this 
ſhews, their Ignorance and Uncharitableneſs, and is to ſome a 
Juſt ground ( tho there were no other reaſon). for ſepara» 
ting from . them, and refuſing Communion with them, be- 
- cauſe they divide from the Catholick - Church in all Apes, 
they pervert. and alter the. nature of the Goſpel, and teach 
anqther Goſpel than what is to be found in. Scripture, In- 
deed they. cannot juſtifie their preſent Proceedings,: and all 
this noiſe they make in ſetting up themſelves, unleſs their 
way {( as: they. uſe to ſpeak) be of equal importance with 
the Goſpel it ſelf; but if the Goſpel be in the, Scripture, 
the Epiſcopal Party have preached 1t more plainly and pure- 
ly. than they. And if they teach another Goſpel than what 
has been taught. by the former, they muſt leave the Scri- 
ptures, and with the Papiſts have recourſe to vain and un- 
certain Traditions, or to the more vain Imaginations of Ez- 


thuſtaſts. 


Before 


087) 
Before I relate to you any more of their Ads, Il] divert 
you with an account how the Aſſembly dealt with ſuch M1- 
niſters as had appealed to them upon the hope of milder 
Treatment and preater Juſtice than what had been found in 
the particular Presbyteriesg, If you had ſeen the laſt Letter 
they ſent to the King, as it was firſt preſented to the Aſſem- 
bly to be approved and ſubſcribed, you would have con- 
cluded that all Grievances had been redrefſed, and that the 
Epiſcopal Clergy had received a reparation of all the Wrongs 
which they had complained of, for the Letter expreſly con- 
tain d ſo much, but the Libel was ſo groſs that it could not 
paſs tho the Moderator urged it, wherefore the amendment 


of it being referred to Mr. (zzlbert Rule and Mr. Robert Wyllie, © 


they made it run thus 3 That the ſame was recommended to 
the Commiſſioners of the Aſſembly, and ſeveral Synods to 
be redreſled. How true eyen this is, I cannot tell, time will 
ſhew, but ſure I am 'twas not done by the Aſſembly, for 
they ſhifted off the examination of theſe Appeals, ſaying it 
was injurious to.the Presbyteries to queſtion the juſtice and 
legality of their Proceedings, and preſſed that the Complai- 
nants might be referred back to the particular Presbyteries 
and Synods from which they had appealed, which was done, 


and that was equivalent to the approving all. that was done, 


becaufe none would condemn their own Proceedings. "The 


Affair of Peebles is-an evident proof that the Aſſembly was ' 


not willing to canvaſs the Aﬀings of any Presbytery, far 
leſs to renverſe their Orders and Sentences, The Duke of 
Bueensberry being not only Patron, but alfo a very confide- 
rable Heritor of the Pariſh, was as well as others both in point 
of Honour and Intereſt concerned to 'have the matter diſ- 
cuſſed; and Mr. Kyox who was called to be Miniſter there 
righted. Wherefore the Duke recommended the Bufineſs 
with great earneſineſs to the Commiſſioner, that it might be 
brought before the Aſſembly, being confident that the Afſ- 
ſembly would not take upon them to approve the Proceedings 
ef the Presbytery, who had governed themſelves neither by 


Reaſon, 
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Reafon, Juſtice, nor Equity in the Matter; as was made ap-. 
pear 1n a printed Information which I have here: 
fr with ſent youz whereupon the Commiſſioner in- 
terpoſcd ſo far-as to get it one day propoſed in a 
full Aſſembly; but when the Clark took up the Proceſs to 
rea it, there was ſuch murmuring among the Brethren, 
that what he read could neither be heard nor underſtoad, 
and ſome two or three whifpered the Moderator in the Ear; 
fo that before the Clark had read fix lines, he ſtood up, and 
addrefling to the Commiſſioner told his Grace, that it was 
fit to wave this Afﬀair for the preſent, that the Brethren 
were difpleafed that it was brought in ſo abruptly before the 
Aſſembly, when it had not been conſidered in the Committee, 
that they were not ripe enough as. yet to take cognizance of 
it, and that there were feveral particulars in that Afair: 
which were not fit to be fpoken of in publick;z to which the 
Commiſſtoner yielded either out of too much good Nature, 
or out of fear that the (ſtubborn and forward Men would 
bave baffled his Authority if he had offered to oblige them, 
to do any thing againſt their will. To fave 'his Credit in 
yielding to the Afſembly, he required them peremptorily,to 
fall upon it at the next meetingz the Moderator promiſed it, 
but there was never a Syllable more of-it, nor it ſeems did 
the Commiſſioner think fit to ſtart it again. Before I leave 
this Matter, I muſt tell you a remarkable paſſagein Mr. Yeatch 
his Anſwer which he publiſh'd to that printed Information 
which I ſpake of before: That whereas it was objeFed that 
' be had not a popular Call to the Pariſh of Peebles. This, faith 
. he, ought not to militate againſt me; for if by ſuch a Call be 
meant an unanimous Call of all, or the greateſt-part of the Pa- 
riſhs it can be expeFed but in very few places of the Country 
to a Precbjterian Miniſter, and never at all, ſaith he, to be hoped 
for in the Pariſh of Peebles. This indeed is a certain Truth, 
but it 'was thought ftrange to ſee a Presbyterian fo plainly. 
confeſs it, ſeeing hitherto they would. have the King, and 
all the World believe, that both their Perſons and Govern- 


ment. 
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ment were moſt agreeable to the Inclinations of the People. 
Mr. Veatch had not his Wits about him when he let fall this 
Declaration, and it ſeems was more intent upon his own par- 
ticular, than the general Intereſt of the Party he belongs to.z 
for hereby he gives a Lie unto the Parliament, over-turns the 
Oround whereon the Government was built,- and plainly in- 
timates that he and his Brethren are, and muſt be. Intruders, 
ſeeing they cannot have the call and conſent of the People. 
The want whereof was charged heavily on the Epiſcopal 
Clergy in the Weſt by Mr. George Meldrum in a Sermon be- 
fore the Parliament, who thought it ſo heinous a Crime, that 
he ſaid, ”= he obtruded himſelf upon a People againſt their 
own will, he would chuſe rather to beg his Fraught and go to 
America : It were to be wiſhed that all his Brethren were 
of that mind, for then the Nation would be ſoon rid of 
them; and I affure you they might have their Fraught 
without begging it 3 for both Gentry and Commons would 
pay that more chearfully than their Stipends. Now if-it was 
a Crime in the Epiſcopal Clergy to take the Cure of a Pariſh 
without the expreſs formal conſent of the People, what may 
it be thought in a Fg noir to come 1n upon a People 
when they..exprelly declared and proteſt againſt him. I 
know no other way of juſtifying this, but by afferting the 
Dottrine which one of their Laicks raiſed from ver.6. Pſal.x 19. 
while he was lecuring to the Neighbour-hood, ' vis. The 
People of God may fin, but the'Wicked muſt not fin, and there 
is a heavy Vengeance waiting them if they do; but we will 
leave this, and return to the Point we were upon, 
The Afembly was juſt ſo puzzled with the Appeals of th 
Epiſcopal Clergy, as their Anceſtors the Pharilees were-with 
the queſtion about Jobr's Baptiſm; for on the one ſide they 
feared the Court who deſired and required them: to be mo- 
derate, and indeed they perceived that it was their Intereſt 
at this time to make ſome ſhew of Moderation. But on the 
other band it was againſt their Intereſt to.condeinn 'the' Pro+ 
ceedings of- the Presbyteries, nor could they'do it becanſe 
| ; | Tn St Zo they 
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they were agreeable to the Rules concerted and preſcribed 
by the general Meeting 3 ſo following the policy of- the Pha- 
rifees they waved the difficulty by remitting all to the Commiſ- 
fion and particular Synods. By this means they ſecured what 
was already done from being renverſt, and alſo freed the 
- Allembly from the blame of any Injury or Injuſtice done, 
or to þe done; for then thefe things might be charged on 
particular Perſons, and not on the whole Party. However 
they ventured upon three. or four Proceſſes, and by them 
you may gueſs what they would have done with the reſt. 
The firſt was, That of Mr. Lesk Miniſter of Tarreff within 
the Dioceſs of Aberdeer, whoſe Church was claimed by one 
Mr. - Arthur Mitchell by vertue of that AQ of Parliament, 
which reſtored the old Presbyterians to their Churches whe- 
ther they were vacant or poſſeſſed by others. Mr, Lek firſt 
made Application to the Council, and thought to have ſu- 
tpended Mr. Mitchell, as not being comprehended within the . 
AQ of Parliament, which only. was deſigned in favour of 
theſe, who had left their Miniſtry for not complying with 
Epiſcopacy 3 whereas Mr. Mitchell was depoſed, and deprived 
long before that time : But that not taking effect, the Matter 
was brought before the Aſſembly, where Mr. Lesk inſtruQ- 
ed, that Mr. Arthur Mitchell was never legally ſettled Miniſter 
of .Turreff; that-about the: Year 1655, -he was adually de- 
poled,; and. that tho he continued to preach there by means 
of a prevailing Faftion of Remonſtrators under the Ulurper, 
he was never look'd upon as Miniſter of the place : and 
thatin the Year 60. the Synod of Aberdeen being freed of the 
farce. and reſtraint rhat was formerly upon them, , did ratific 
the former . Sentence of Depoſition... : And as for himſelf he 
pleaded that he had been legally ſetled Miniſter .according 
to the Laws of the Land, that he had ſubmitted to the pre- 
ſent -Civil Government, which had promiſed prote&jon, to 
them.who. did fo 3.-and, that the Heritors, and People gb. his 
| Pariſh werefor his continuance among them, and altogether 
averſe to Mr. Arthur Mitchell, To prove this laſt, of 1 
3 duced 
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duced a Declaration and Petition ſabſcribed by the Gentle- 
men and others of the Pariſh, Mr. Mitchell alledged that 
one or two of the Subſcriptions were not genuine, and there- 
- fore that the whole ought to be negleed - as a Forgery. 
Mr. Lesk replyed, That he laid nor the itreſs of this Cauſe 
on that Paper, that he only produc'd it as an Adminicle, that 
he had not gone about ſeeking Subſcriptiens, for he looked 
upon.that as below the CharaQter of a Miniſter ; but that it 
was given him by honeſt Men, and therefore he had -reaſon 
to believe the Subſcriptions genuine. And if they laid any 
ſtreſs on. the Inclinations of the People, if a competent time 
were allowed him, he would eaſily prove that they were for 
him 3 but at preſent it was to be conſidered whether he was 
legal and:rightful Miniſter of that place. Afﬀer two days de- 
bate it came to a Vote; and the Vote was not whether Mr. 
Lesk or Mr. Mitchell ſhould be continued Miniſter at Turref; 
but whether Mr. Mitchell was not rightful Miniſter Az2yo 1661. 


and only turned out by the unjuſt courſes of. the Times, and 


whether he was not now to be looked upon as rightful Mi- 
niſter there z which: Vote was carried inthe affirmative, and 
Mr. Zesk being called in, was told that the Aſſembly had de- 
prived him, and ordained Mr. Arthur Mitchell tobe Miniſter 
at Twrreff, He asked-the reaſons of their - Sentence, 'which 
were refuſed; but what ever might have been pretended, 


the true reaſon.was, That they were glad of any pretence for. 


caſting.out Epiſcopal Miniſters, who were always 1n their Ser- 
mons and Diſcourſes called. the Prieſts of Baal. By virtue of 
that At of Parliament I juſt now mentioned, all the Churches 
were taken from: the Epiſcopal Miniſters, to which any Preſ- 
byterian'had the leaſt pretence, tho the former: had comply- 
ed with the Civil Government, andthe other were ſetled 
10 other-places which they were not reſolved to leave. So 
for inſtance, Mr. James Kirkto: who, hath a Meeting-houſe in 
Edinburgh, and is: called to be one of the: Miniſters of that 
City went our. to the Pariſh of Martine, where he had been 
formerly Miniſter, and:forced _ Mr. Andrew Meldrum pre- 
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 riſh upon the experience they had of him, defired. that he 
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ſent Minifter without #Iowing liim time to diſpoſe of his 
Goods; and after he had performed this noble and heroick 
Exploit, and preached-a Sunday or two to get a right to 
the Stiperid, he returned to his Charge at Edinburgh, and 
turned his back upon that in the Country, as if there bad 
been no more to be feared, feeing the Curate was driven 


away. 


The next Appeal which I ſuppoſe was conflidered, was 
that of Mr. Sleery from the Presbytery of Linkithgow, he was 
a Miniſter of the Weſt, who had been rabbled out ot his own 


Church, and thereafter was defired by the Minifter of Fad- 
kirk, to ſerve his Cure during his Sickneſs, which he did ; and 


when that Mmiſter died, the Heritors and People of the Pa- 


might continue to preach to them, promiſing that. when the 
Goverhment was ſfetled, they would take care to get him a 
legal Title to the Pariſh : butit bemg firmly reſolved en-by 
all poſfible means to put out and diſable all Epiſcopal Mimi- 
ſters; the Presbytery of Linlithgow cauſed the faid Mr. Sleery 
ro. be cited before them, who cotnpeiring, was interrogated 
by what Authority he preached at Fakirk, and how be came 
to uſe the Doxology. The laſt, he faid, was the cuſtom of 
the place, ' and that he did the firft. at the defire of. the 
People. The Pregbytery not 'bemp ſmicfed- with is An- 
fwers to theſe, and fore other Queſtions, difdharged him 
from preaching there any longer, and declaped the Church 
vacant, to which Sentence he 'refufed ro ſubmit,  and-ap- 
pealed ; therefore #t' was neoefiary to interpoſe.the Autho- 

ty: of the  Aﬀembly;” for diſpaſieffing him of that Church - 
which was the redfoff why he' was called upon. When -he 
compeired, the Moderator askt him'if he acknowledged the 
Civil Government, and if he would fubmit to that of the 


Church, to both whichhe anſwered afhrmatively ; but when 


it was' askt him if he'tepented of his compliance with Bpi- 
feopacy, he'faid;” If it was a Sin he would repent. of- it. 


His Anſwer did neither pleaſe nor ſatisfie them; for the 


Moderator 


was a Sin or not, So finding by this 'and ſome other 
things, that he was not yet a through Convert, they de- 


-prived: kim of his Church, and diſcharged him the Exer- ' 


cile of his Miniſtry. 


A third Perſon brought before the Aſſembly was one 
Mr. Forſe:th Miniſter at ' St. Ninians, he was accuſed for 
marrying a Man to his firſt Wives Neice, which he con- 
fefled before the- Aſſembly; and alſo that he had been 
informed of the Relation, and diſwaded from doing it by 


the Epiſcopal Clergy, amongſt whom he lived. All his 


excuſe. was,: that he was not much himſelf when he did 
it, being in great confuſion and conſternation becauſe of 
the Rabble that was then up, and who continually threat- 
ned him. as they had fallen upon bis Netghbour Miniſters. 
And he farther alledged, that it was the only. miſcarri- 


cife of the Miniftry, and therefore: he defired the Aſlem.- 

_ bly to pardon him, and to reſtore him. This they re- 
fuſed, and confirmed the Sentence of his Depoſition, which 
was very juſt, and the only juſtifiable A& of the Aſſembly 


from nts fitting down to 1ts riſing. 


. -- A:fourth Afeair which the Aﬀembly had before them, 
was. that of Mr. Jobe Mekerzie at Kirkiiſton. I ſuppoſe 


you have ſeen -an account of his Proceſs before. the Preſ- 


. bytery of Linhkthgow, for he carried it up with him to 
London to. fhew it to; his: Friends there. But in caſe you 
Have not:met with him,. nor received an .account of the 
whole Matter, take ir in fhort thus. When rabbling was 
-Prathiſed and mn faſhion here, he amongſt. many others 
of his Brethren had the Church Doors fhut againſt him, 
and by this means was hindred frem the. Exerciſe of his 
Miniſtry in: that Parifh.z bur. having complyed with the 
Civil Government, hs made an -_—_ by his Friends to 
es 2 - malt» 
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Moderator told him it ſeemed he'yet doubted whether it 


age he could.be charged with in. thirty five. Years Exer- 
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maintain his legal Right and Title to the ſaid Church, 
which vexed and gall'd the PxesByterians, who. by this 
means were kept from ſetling a Minifter of their own 
Perſwafion there, - All endeavours were ufed to remove 
him : Firſt, They fet him upon him to dimit voluntarily, 
which he refufing, they next threatned to force him to 
it upon Articles of Scandal. But his Innocence, and un- 
blameable Converſation being - ſufficient proof againft that ; 
they at laft purſued him before: the Presbytery of Liz- 
lithgow, upon the pretence-of deferting his People. He 
appeared: before them, and defended himſelf, declaring 
| he was always ready and willing to exerciſe his Miniſtry 
if the Rabble would have ſuffered him, and. allowed 
him acceſs to his Church, and therefore the fault did 
not lie at his door. -Upon this he was blamed for ſpeak- 
ing contemptibly of the Rabble. who were ſaid . to be 
the zeceſſary Preliminaries ts the Government both. of Churoh 


 - a«d State, . and from 'that they would have . been"infer- 


Ing his ſecret difaffe&ion to both. - The Presbytery were 
forced to vindicate him from. all imputation of Scandal, 
and for a mark of their fingular and extraordinary fayour, 
they ſaid they would give him recommendatory Letters 
to put him in capacity. of being ele&ted Miniſter of ano» 
| ther Pariſh 3 but ſtill they urg'd his quitting of that of 
Kirkliſton : and when he perceived that they had firmly 
reſolved to declare his Church vacant to gratifie the Rabble, 
and ſome few other unreaſonable Perſons who were dif- 
ſatisfied with him, he appealled from them to the King, 
and the next lawfully called general Affembly. This. be- 
ing the Tenor:of his Appeal, many of the Aſſembly fpake 
againſt the receiving .or ſuſtaining it, alledging, that it was 
not to 'them, he appealed, for his expreſſion. did - imply 
that this Aſſembly was not lawfully called, ſeeing it was 
called before he appealed, and yet he made no parti- 
cular. reference, to it. . Beſides, ſaid they, it's clear he 
means] an Epiſcopal Aſſembly by. his appealing to the King 

| | joyntly. 
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joyntly with the Aſſembly; for theſe Epiſcopalians da 
make the King the Head of the Church, whereas we 
cannot own any fuch thing. My Lord Arbruchel defired 
the Aiſlembly to be favourable to him, for -he knew him 
to be well affefted to the Government, and that he had: 


f:rved the King abroad for the ſpace of ſeven Years. To 


which one replyed, That be was as well paid for its be. 
ſerved him for Wages, and ſo. would he have done the Turk 
too, They. were much irritated: by his going to Lowder: 
to. repreſent their Proceedings, and to clamour againſt: 
them; Every Man took occaſion to vent his paſſion and. 
pique at him; ſome ſaid he was Scandalous, and called 


him a Drunkard and Swearer; ſome called him one thing, - 


and ſome another, .and one ſaid he ſhould be depoſed be-: 
cauſe he was a proud, ſtubborn and. inſolent Fellow. The. 
Commiſſioner apprehending there would be little Juſtice 
where there was ſo much pique and prejudice, deſired: 
the Moderator to delay the Afﬀair, and to allow the young. 
Man time to appear and anfwer for himſelf :. but the Mo. 
derator replied, That it was beſt to proceed now, and. 
more for the young Man's Reputation, for if he were 
preſent they would be obliged to take notice of ſome: 
Crimes, and Scandals which now. they. would paſs over 
without inquiring into them, forgetting that the Presby.. 
tery had acquitted him of all ſuch Guilt, and that he. 
himſelf had given him a good Teſtimony when the Afﬀair. 
was firſt. brought bcfore the Afﬀembly; Tbe Commiſli-. 
one" ll, urging that they would deal tenderly and gent- 


ly. him; Indeed (replied the Moderator) Toyr Grace. 
al: A that we will uſe great tenderneſs towards the Young, 


ar, and we: ſhall be very diſcreet, for we (hall only. take his. 
Kirk from him, which they did immediately, $o that you. 
have.a Sample of the Presbyterian Tenderneſs, which I. 
think is very near a Kin to the tender Mercies of the. 
Wicked, which Solomoz declareth to be cruel; for when, 
they deprive one. of his Livelihood and TER, Oy 
Sis call: 


w—— OI Ou——C—__ 
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all it "Tenderneſs; and if it be fo, I pray God fave us 
from their Cruelty. IT 


Except theſe 'four, I heard of no other Proceſſes where. 
in the Epiſcopal Clergy were concerned, that were revi- 
- fed and difcuſſed before the Afﬀlembly, there were indeed 
one or two ttiore mentioned, by the Intereſt made by the 


"All this while the Presbyterians had been intent upon 
the emptying of Churches, now at laſt they began to con» 
ſider how Churches ſhould be filled, and Vacancies fup- 
plied. They wanted Labourers for their Harveſt, and 
therefore rhey firſt paſſed an At, For calling home fuch 
of their Party as were ſervirig in other places abroad ; 
and appoitited the drawing up, and direQing of Letters 
for acquainting thoſe itt Zollend particularly with the 
Mind of the Afembly and the Neceffity of the Church -: 
It happened that of theſe who wete ſpoken of, one was 
dead, and another detained Prifoner in Dx»kirk, Where- 
. fore one ſaid at the reading of the Letter, That the Af- 
ſembly needed the Power of Miracles, fot bringing back 
the one, and that they ought to addreſs to the French 
Kiriz to dbtaih the other. In the next place for the en- 

_ creafing the'number of the Brethren, they appotr”* © we 

_ to ſearch out, and to give in Liſts of fuch as were ;ht 
tit to be called co the Miniſtry. Arid indeed th._, may 
cothe t6 have —_ of-theth, by the Meaſures and 'Me- 
thods which they lay down and follow; but they are 
not like to have tmany learried and knowing mens for 
they fet Uhr of Leirning and Knowledg, and db ofreti 
rut) it down : Zeal for the Good Cauſe is the chief Qualift- 
cation, arid ſerves ſtiſtead of Learning and other Accoth- 
pliſhments. 


pliſhments, The Epiſcopal Candidates are thought as 
dangerous as thofe who are aQually in Office: "Therefore 
inſtead of theſe who. have been ſeveral years fitting them- 
ſelves for the holy Miniſtry by proper and uſeful Stu- 
dies, they are putting others upon the Deſign who never 
{ſtudied at al), neither have any competent meafure . of 
Learning for it. Brewers and illiterate Tradeſmen are ſet- 
ting up to be Miniſters. Not to trouble you with 0- 
ther Inſtances 3 one Ruſſel a Coalgrieve in Fife 1s made 
Miniſter at Kernaway : What Talent of Learning he has 
you may eaſily gueſs, when you may underſtand that he 
is altogether ignorant of the Latine: When he was pafling 
his Tryals before the Presbytery, they according to their 


Cuſtom preſcribed him a Latine Exerciſe in ſome Head- 


of Divinity, which he earneſtly declined; and when they 
would needs keep up the Formality , he complained for 


obliging him to pray and preach in an unknown Tongue : 


. Having miſerably bungted through the Diſcourſe, when 


it came to. the Diſputes, Mr. Mitchel at Leffie propoſed 


an' Argument by way of Enthyzzema, and he denyed the 
Major, having been at pains to conn the Terms Major 


| and Minor before he came there, and his Inſtrucer ha- 
ving _—_ to. tell him the different ways of Argumen- 


tation; Then Mr. Mztche! putting his Terms in the or- 
dinary form. of an Hypothetick Syllogiſm, fancying he 
might ynderſtand that : When the Syllogiſm was repeat- 
ed he faid to rhe Proponent explica terminos Minoris , 
which was Sed vernm prius. Having gotten this Speci- 
men of his: Learning, ' the Presbytery acknowledged that 
he indeed wanted Gifts, but he had Grace , and that 


was. ſufficient 3 'and therefore they approved of him and 


received him into the Miniſtry. Mr. Ryſel hearing that 
' he was ſo much vupbraided with Ignorance, 'to wipe off 
that . Stain, he offered . to, make ſome Oftentation -of 
Learning in a Sermon;-by the Repetition of a Latine Verſe. 
The Verſe he chofe was this common one 3 Regis ad 
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Exemplum, &c, But alaſs, the Way the took to fave 
his Reputation ruined it for ever, for he blundered 


© Regos ad Exemplas totis componitur orbos. 


| And as their Clergy are at preſent without Learn. . 
ing, fo it cannot be expected that their Succefſors (if 
they ſhall have any ) will be any whit better, 3 for they 
have laid our Colleges waſt, driven away our learned 
"men, and have not qualified Perſons of their own par-. 
ty to put in their places. The Univerſity of S. Andrew 
is altogether laid walt , there is neither Principal nor 
Regent there, - and thoſe who have ſucceeded to the. 
Vacancies in the Colleges of Glaſcow and Edinburgh are 
known to be Perſons neither skilled in Books, nor any 
.part of good and uſeful Learning : So that they are not 
capable of direQing the Studies of the Youth which re- 
Tort thither 3 nor 1s it to - be ſuppoſed the Youth will 
auch regard their Advices, when 'tis .evident that the 
chief of them have need to be put back to tarn their 
Grammar. The Narrowneſs of the Presbyterian Spirit 
is an Enemy to Knowledg, and will obſtru& all Learn- 
Ing 3 for they not only count it Impiety to: call their 
commonly received Principles into Queſtion, but alſo the 


reckon a free and rational Inquiry into the Grounds 
-and Reaſons of them to be. very dangerous : They are 
no leſs friends to implicite Faith, than the Church of 
Rome, and do. not regard the Advice. of S. Peter, which 
is , That we ſhould be ready always to give an Anſwer ta 
every men that asheth a Reaſon of the Hope that is in us. 
You may eaſily gueſs how ſqueamiſh they are about Points 
of Divinity , when they make the Carte//an, and other 
- Syſtems of new Philoſophy to be groſs and damnable He- 


. 


rreſies. 


So. 


_—— . 


86 that if Presbyterianiſin prevail, all freedom of Spirit, all 
improvements of reaſon and knowledge will be baniſh'd, 


and the world .muſt be condemned again to hear both in 
Schools and Pulpits impertinent chat, a Clutter Clutter of 
words and canting phraſes which cannot be underſtood. 
They are great enemies to Mr. Gregory the Learned Profeſſor 
of Mathematicks in this place, they ſeek by all means to turn 
him out, and ſay that theſe Sciences are not only uſeleſs but 
dangerous: and indeed they have reaſon, for they are no 
friends to ignorance and nonſence their peculiar properties. 
But the want of kindneſs t) Mr Gregory, and the Mathema- 
ticks is ſomewhat more excuſable in them; but that they 
ſhould ſlight the knowledge of the Hebrew, and other orien- 
tall tongues isa little ſtrange, and cannot be juſtiticd ſeeing 
the right underſtanding of theScripture does ſo much depend 
thereupon. They have thruſt ont Mr. Alexander Douglaſs the 
profeſſor of theſe languages here, who as he wasa perlon ofa 
moſt peaceable diſpolition, fo he was an ornament to the So- 
ciety he lived in by his skill and knowledge 1n theſe matters : 
he cannot have a true Succeſſor here, for he hath ſcarce. his e- 


quall in this Kingdom, nor Perhaps are there many in other 


places who do exceed him in the thing he profeſſeth. But per- 


haps the Jewiſh Synagogue would have been found ſo favour- 


able for Epiſcopacie, and therefore it is fit and wiſely done to 
keep both Clergy & Laity in ignorance of it. Their kindneſs 


for the dead is as {mal as for the living, they encourage lear- 
ned books as little as learned men. The trade of books 1s fallen - 


ſo low lince the Presbyterian reign was ſet up, that our Stati- 
oners arethinking either to quit their employments, or to go 
and liveelſewhere, for they have not made the rent of their 
thops theſe two years. The Epiſcopall are not -in circum- 
fances for buying and the other crave noother books then 
Durham on the Canticles and Revelation, Dickſon and Hutche- 
fon, Dyar and Gray, Theſe are their Claſſicall Authors and 
the ſtandard of their learning: and*tis from thoſe that they 
take the heads of their Sermons, and the inftruQtions which 
they tender the people. But tho' learning be not the talenc 
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- of a Prasbyteman, yet they have arrogated to themſelves the 
gilt of preaching ; they have the name of Powertfull Soul- 
learghtag-Preachers: whereas the Epiſcopall Miniſters are 
only named dry moral LeCturers, and under this name ſlout- 
cd and abuſed both in Sermons and-prayers. | ; 
--So vain were they of this gift of preaching that for ſome 
time we had a new Sermon publiſhed by them every week; 
they thinking thereby to gain and proſelite the whole nation, 
Rut the Stratageme failed them, nay it prov'd to their preju- 
dice ; for thereby peoples curioſity was eiverted from hear- 
1ng them inthe Churches,where they ceuld nut expe other 
than noiſe and nonſenſe, ſeeing there was ſo much babble 8 
in their printed, & conſcquently more deliberate diſcourſes. 
An acquaintance of yours hath made a rare ColleQion of 
notes of their Sermons both printed and unprinted. To which 
Erefer you for inſtances to prove the truth of what I have been; 
ſaying: Thelaſt Sermon that was publiſhed came forth the 
firſt week of the Aſs. The Author is one Mr. Fames Clark 
who preached in the meeting-houſe at Dumbar. It was a Ser- 
mon ad Clerum; preached, as was ſaid, at the depoſing of the: 
_ Parſon of 0/a-Hamffocks, which being an extraordinary occa- 
ſion, ſemething berterthen ordinary,was expeQed : but there 
' never appeared a more filly and empty difcourſe, nor is it 
poſſible that you can conceive ſo meanly of ir, as it deſerves. 
' It was even far below Mr. Andrew Gray's Sermons. The very 
 Presbyterians whoſe guſt craves no fine:things, were aſhamed 
of it. My Lord Crawford to excuſe: it laid the blame on the 
Printer and: complained of him at the Councill-Table, for of- 
tering to publiſh it without a Licenſe, alledging alſo that it 
- was without the Authors conſent, and that the Copy was an 
imperfet-uncorreQ one, which ſome ignorant or malicious 
perſon had taken from the Authors Mouth :- But when. the 
Printer was examined,he produced an Authentick copy from 
_ the-Author himfelf, and declared that he reviſed the ſheets 
as they.came from the Preſs, ſo the Printer was free of the 
faultsthat were in it, and they could be only charged on Mr.- 
. Clark,who it's believed ſhew'd all the learning andeloquence 
- hewas Maſter of, © But 
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\  Butit isfie now we return to the Aſs. and give you-an;ac? 
count of what aCQts they palſs'd for regulating the difcipline of 
the, Church for the future. The firlt of this kinde 40 N the 
firſt alſo of any other that paſſed in the Aſs.was an AQtagainſt 
marriages without publick proclamations ; as alfo againſt 
the. private adminiſtration of the two Sacrameats, Baptiſme 
and the Lords Supper. Mr. Gilbert Rule preſs'd chat the Sa- 
crament of Baptiſme might not at all be adminiſtred but in 
- publick' avd after Sermon, and called the private adminiſtration 
not: only Superſtitious but alſo Sorcerie and Charming, and ſaid 
further that the ſame was contrary to Scripture and Aztiqurty.. 
Mr Kirkton took him up briskly and ſaid that was diſpatable, that - 
he conld.buckle him, or any man upon that point but would not debate 
# now, He added that by their rigorous impoſition of indifferens 
things he had loſt five men of eonſtderable note the laſt week, Aud 
_ concluded tho' there were a thouſand aits 2gainſt it, he would rather 
Baptize in private then ſuffer the Children to go to the Carates. 
Some Highland Miniſters craved that they might not be ly- 
able to thar att becauſe it was impoſſible to bring all the Chil- 
dren of their pariſhes to the Kirks by reaſon of the vaſt di- 
Rance ſome of their people lived at fromthem ; but whether: 
they intend to.give a diſpenſation was -not expreſſed. The 
Maderator to excule their own praGiſes heretofore ſaid, 
there was 4 diſtinition bath of times and places, fory ſaid he, in times 
of Perſecution T think an hoveſt Miniſter riding 0n the way, miay go © 
inte. 4. mans bosſe, Baptize a Bairnand come out ad take his horſe 
as4in. Tho! while they were under reſtraint, they made no 
Serupleof baptizing'privately; the children of thoſe -of their 
own perfwaſion, yet now they refuſe to baptize any except 
ih publick ;. nor will they do it but when there isa Sermian * - 
arid they are4o firit.upon the point that they ſuffer the chit- 
dren todye rather then{lacken their rigour, In the Country: 
the tienefit of Baptiſme can be only had on-Sundays becauſe ' 
then:anly.there is preaching ; andif Children cannot live io 
long:they muſt take their hazard of departing-without that 
ſign andScalof their Salvation. I know aPariſh where two 
or. three: perſons importuned the Miniſter to baptize their 
ay ——=2 Cluldren 
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Children publickly or privately as he pleaſed 7 buthe peremp- 
torily refuſed to do it. on a week-day, tho' they- who intended 
to have been-preſent at the baptife would have :made'a 
competent-number for an ordinary Country-Sermon; and: 
before Sunday twoofthe Children dyed: ' we had lately in: 
this City amore notable inſtance of the ſtiffnels of their. hu-- 


. - Mourin this particular. A Cercain Citizen deſigned: tothave: 


his child baptized on a week day atthe- ordinary time of'Ser- 
mon:-he with the Goſſips came in time enough'to theChurch,, 
but becauſe the child was-brought in about the cloſe of the: 
Sermon,- neither- Mr. A#»nedy who preached, nor Mr. Zrs-. 


kinethe Miniſter of the pariſh could be prevailed withto ad- . 


minifterthe Sacrament to the Infant, but they cauſed it tobe- 
carried lomeagain without baptiſm. The people generally: 


take this very ill, and are very much diſpleaſed with: the: 


Presbyterian-Miatiſters on this account. Wherefore to Juſti- 


ity themſelves, they frequently preach againſt the neceſſity.of 
" Baptiſm, and to talk ofitas ifit were an ordinance-neither- - 
neceſſary nor much to be regarded,and do account the eſteem - 
and value which is ordinarily put-upon it,and earheſt defires: 


_ the people have after-it, to be thedregs and reliques of Popery: 


* among us. When a:child was-brought to Mr: Kjrkron he took? 


 occaſi5a to ſhew the Superſtition ofthat. Ceremony, andſaid: 


ro the People,-you think it neceſſary to have. your- Children+ 


Baptized, bur [ tell you (ſaid he) I know a:good Godly Minis: 


all-his life time. : 


LEE 


| F#-- -> & WHIT VU) | A HS LY 

Ia the nextplace, they renewed:an- AT of.a-Generall Af: 
ſembly appointing Pedagogues,- Chaplains, Preachers,  and- 
Students totakeand ſubferibe the-Confeſlion of faith 5 and: 
further they Cammiſſionated fome- to- draw. up.a liſt-of all - 
theſe:a&ts of -Aſſemblies-which werefit to to be obſerved and- 
put irruſ6, wherein they acted very,cunningly,: for :tho'-it be 
. well knowathatthey receive-all the-aQs: of Aſſemblies as if 
they were-Scriptare,.and pay-no lefs regard ta them ; yet -be- 
cauſe fome of theſe! incroach-upon- the power of the. Civil: 
Magiltrate , -Therefore to preventthe Jealouſics of the King» 


ſter who lived-cillhe was fourſcare that was never - Baptized: | 


they: 
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they would not make a generall AQ ratifying andapproving 


them in:Cams/o, nor yet would: they-condemn or cenſure: any 


ofthem.. But they.enfoxced ſuch-as-were proper and ſuitable 
tothe preſent ſtare of affairs, and waved the declaration of 
their ſentiments concerning the reſt. IT yoke ws 
Fourthly, becauſe the Aſs. could not fit fo long as was 
neceſlary to determine ail particulars and to:piverrules and 
meaſures. for the fetling ofthe Church in this junQure, nor 
was.it. fit it ſhould doit ; Therefore they reſolved-to chuſe 
xCommit:tee who might ſit after the difſolution of che Aſs . 


who ſhould have full and Supream Power to Att inall things | 


that related -to the Church. Ic's ſaid, that this overture'was 
firſt made by the Moderate men, who thought by this means 
to reduce affairs to a better temper. then the Aſs.was-like to: 


do, by reaſon of the many rigid and-indiſcreet men who - 
were 11 it... Therefore fix were propoſed to be apart ofthis 


Committee, and to name the other Perſons of whom the 
Committee ſhould confilt- Four of theſe {fix went under the 


temper, and were-joyned to them on purpoſe: to prevent 
own fide,-and becauſe that only-put them in equilibrio, they 
apain got-four more to be added, ſo that they. were double 


rians, Their Names are asfollow, .-. 


— For the South. «. 
Miniſters: -- 


Gab. "Simple. William Hfeir.s . FJames Laurce 


M. Fames Kirkton M. Richard Homiſon M. Patrick, Peacock 
 Fohn Spalding , James Heitch. Rob. Duncauſon - 
. Michael. Bruce ... .. Patrick Simpſon - ' Fohn Balandine » 
| Gab. Cuninghame. Mathew Crawford:;; William Ker 


Chara&er of Modera:e men, the other two were of another- 


ſulpition.; But. the. High. flown Brethren ſoon ſmel'd out 
'the deſign, and therefore they firſt Voted two more of their - 


the number of the other, and-by this .means the Committee: 
canliſted moſt part of the. ſtriQeſt: and .molt rigid 'Presbyte--- 


-- 
\ 


John Yeith . . William Erchine :: * George Campbell © 
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Gilbert Rule... ; -Alege, Piteriyn:'s:. Archibald Hamihoy + 


Pajrick - 
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«> Patrick Penie) Neil Gitlef © William You 
M.: fob HutchiſonM.dArdroy Montow :M. David Blair 


| | re 

William Eccles . Thowas Forreften + 'Sumnel Nairg ” 

| x Tots, oy the 
: Earle of Crawford Sir Fohn Hall © Colieſs the 
Earle Sutherland © Sir Tames Riddel Glanderftox or 
Fife. of Arburthuet  Balife Muir Lairds Zammington [4 Ml mi 

| La. Halleraig  Balife Macklorg . FohnMuir provoſt of | no 
| Laird of Ormeſtone George Stirling Hamilton of Grange W: 
=—_ For the North. | __ ag 

| Miniſters. . of 
"-Fohn Lay William Legget — Fames Rymer nc 

_ » Hugh. Kennedy Robert Rule Thomas Ramſay c0 
 M. Wit. Crighton M. James Frazer M. Robert Toung re 
 'Fohy Anderſon Geo. Meldrum  Willam Muck th 
, Alex. Forbes _ Eanard Jenuſon Anarew Buey ds 
x © \ Elders. TE, 'K 
La, Ardbrachill . Naughton © Zenihett T 
bs G rem: know : Mepgins q 


Afterwards it being repreſented that the Viſitors for the 
' North were too few, there were added theſe following 
Bu > 07 . . _. Miniſters. TEST 

 Fames Stewart Hugh Auderſon Arthur Mitchel 
 TFames Urquhart William Machay William Ramſay 
" M. Alex. Dumbar M. Halter Denune M. Francis Melvit 


- . Alex: Frazer : Geo, Meldrumat Glaſfie Foby Maccullork 


_ 


a 
Thomas Hog FETs. ti 
| Elders. | 
= xr Collodew ' * - Sir George Monro Embo WW | 
_- Grant Dalfolly:  ' 'i' Sir David Frazer . 


© Grange Danger. \  P arkhay. M, John Canipbell of Moye 
Ereht +... Sir Fohn:Monro \ Mat +>? 
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_ Fhis Committee was appointed to-freep quarterly Seſſions. 
015. 08: thethird\Wedneſagrof Fannary; andthe third YFea- [ 
: #eſday: of. April, and to appoint afterwards their tacetings as ff t 
often. as they'ſhall'think «fits That a' Quorum ſhould be.ten t 

Miniſters: and five $ulingEiders,-and they were —_ ; 
NE GEES cao018 


4, 


chobſe tlieir dwh: Moderator, and: Clerk: "The InſtruQtions-- 
prepared for them by the Committee: for- | byextures, were = 
firſt read: and debated on Ther/aay before the: Aſs. rofe, but 
they were not agreed to till the T zefday thereafter. On Minday 
they were read with ſome alterations :bur My: AZrktos and a 
great many More adhered to the exceptions which they 
made at the firſt Reading, and ſaid, thatthe Alterations were 
not conſiderable. He alledged alto, that what was then read 
was not a true Copy of that which the | Committee: had 
agreed to, and offercd to the Moderator a true double 
of it, but the Moderator refuſed' it, ſaying, he knew 
nothing of the matter : and becauſe the Aſs. was not like to 
come to an agreement at that time, therefore the matter was 
referred back again tothe Committee, and all who had any 
thing to ſay aboutir were appointed to attend them.The next 
day it was brought back againto the Als..and concluded ; Mr, 
| Kirktoz and ſome others who preſ$'d alcerations being abſent. 
To ſatisfy your,and my owq carioltty I uſed means to procure 
a Copy of the inſtruQions, and got them with ſome diffical- 
ty which I here ſet down. . + 


Inſtrations for the Committee or Commiſſion of the Kirk. 


Firſt, they-are to take into their Cognizance all references 
and appeals nor diſcuſs'd in the Aſſembly and ſuch matters 
as have bzen ſtated before the Aſs.' andreferred'to them, and 
to-diſcuſs and determine the ſamine. - | 5 

Secondly, they are 'to give their advice to all Synods and 
* Presbyteries when required, and tho* notrequired, yet upon - 
information of any irregularity or: precipitaney of proceed: 


ingsin Presbyterics theyare tointerpole their advice for ſiſt. 
ing ' proceſſes till the next Syhod or Afs. © : | 
When this 24. Article was read; ſome asked if the Commiſ> 
ſion had power tocall before themſelves any buſineſs, and to 
take the' ſame out of the hands: of Presbyteries. To which: 
the Moderator anſwered, no ; but:they are only to give their . 
adyice, and- ſaid-he, L think no Presby cery will refuſe ity 
_ mn n= which 
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_ .. which ifthey.d6s it muſt be Cum periculo, and the Church of 
Scotlend will be free from any imputation of their aQings, 

© Thirdly, they are'to have power to viſitall Miniſters in 

Presbyteries as. well Presbyterian as others, | 

Fourthly,they are topurge out of the Church all whoup- 

 endue tryall ſhall. be found inſufficient, Scandalous, Errone- 

ous Or. ſapiely negligent. 

. It was moved that the words /upinely. negligent might be 
leftout, but the ſame was refuſed. - | 
_ «Vifthly, they are to be carefull that none be admitted by 
* them to Miniſterial Communion,or to a ſhare in the Govern- 

. ment, but ſuch as upon due tryall (for which the viſitors ſhall 
take a competent time )ſhall be found to be Orthodox in their 
doQrine, of competentabilities, having a pious, Godly and 
peaceable Converſation as becometh a Miniſter of the Gof- 
pel, of an.edifying gift,and w hem the Commiſſion ſhall have 
grouvd to believe will be faithfull to- God and the Govern- 
ment, and diligent in the diſcharge of their Minifterial duty, 
and that all who ſhall be admitted tothe Miniſtry or ſhall be 
received intoa ſhare of the Covernment -ſhall-be obliged to. 
own and ſubſcribe the Confeſſion of Faith, and to profeſs 
-theirJubmiſnon and willingneſs tojoyn and concur wath the - 
Presbyterian Church- Government. 

- At firltit was Presbyterian communion, and only faithful 
to the Government. Mr. Kzrktos ſaid that this Article wasa 
matter of yery great.conſequence,and deſired it might be well 
conſidered, for -in hoc vertitur fortuma Scotia, and:complained 
that there was notone word of-the Scandal .of conforming, 
which he ſaid was the greateſt, of 'all Scandals. My. Frazer of 
Braepropoled that the chuſe.of repentance might beiinſerted; 
The Moderator anſwered, that:ipeffect it-was there already, 
. if chey look't upon the Commuſſianersas diſcreet and Judt- 
 Gous men: foro (ſaid he j they: will admit none without re- 
_ pentance, for withaut-that they cannot 'have-ground to be- 
lieve that ever they will be faithfull to the Government, Mr. 
Kirkton replyed, that-they-could never be. ſure of Epiſcopall | 
Miniſters, for many of them (ſays he) has changed ehres or 
ER four 
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four times already, and they will 


ILdo'itat every turn : Mr. Wulliam | 
"Welr moved that they might be obliged to declare thatthey ſhoulUl | 


 . neither by advice norany other way endeayour the alteration } 


"of the Presbyterian Covernment, Ae 
- **Sixthly, that they be very Cantions in- receiving inInformati- 
-0nszand forming Libels againit the late Confcrmilts;and preſent 
"Incumbents, and that they proceed in the matter of cenſure very 
deliberately, fo asthat-none may have juit cauſe to complain of 
their rigidity, yer ſo as to omit no means of information, and that 
' they ſhall not proceed to cenſure bur 


ſufficient probations. Ong OY 

Seventhly,:that this Commiſion do not meddle in publick at- 
fairs or in anything not exprefled intheir Commitſion, which is 
| hereby declared to be given them iz hunc finem on'y > pro preſemit 
. Eccleſte ſfatums. | | EOS 


Eigthly, they ſhall be anſwerable; and cenſurable by the riext - 


" **Generall Aſſembly, and ſhall continue ti} the firſt of Nov. next, 
'-1f there be no Generall Aſs, before that ttme. | 
_ » By theſe Inſtructions it appears that the Committee was main- 
ly defigned againſt the Epiicopal Clergy, who as yet.kept rheir 
"-places becauſe of their compliance with the Civil Goyerament * 
-Presbyterians can never be brought to have truekindneſs for E- 
© Piſcopal Miniſters had they never ſo many recommendations for 
their parts, piety, or their Intereſt in the favour of great men. But 
- onall occaſions they do draw back from them, and'&do refuſe to 
' concur with them in advancing even the Common ends of Reli- 


« go and. truth. And at this time they not only had an averſion'to Þ 1% 
c 


| them onthe account of their different principles, but alſo they 
were afraid to receive them into their communion, and eſpecia{- 


ly into a ſhare of the Government, becauſe the Epiſcopal Clergy | 


 wasdouble their number, anditherefore it was dangerous to ad- 
 mitthem, leſt by the plurality of their number on ſome-fit occaſi- 
 onthey ſhould forgea change of the Government. TheyTopfider- 
ed that the Complianceand ſubmiſſion .to Presbyterian Govern- 
meat, which ſuch wonld give at this time,' would not beffee and 
willing, but only etit of a neceſſity to ſerve the preſent Turn till 
they ſhould be better ſtated : Wherefore either to revenge them- 
NET DAMOMSINS: |  _ ſelves 


upon relevant Libels and 
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Y n the Clerk had done, the Moderator ſaid, Brethren,shis 
| #4 Savoury Paper, Inaced it is g moſt Savoury Paper, ana worthy to be 
| beardover aggiv. Aiter a ſecondreading, Mr Frazer of Brae asked 
who was ta obſerve the ſame, whether Presbyterian Miniſters or 
. Curates allo. Brother, {aid the, Mod erator, that 7s not timely Rated, 
1 LAK 8 5 'v . $o'# Sit oGaofTok. 34 of  - \ VF dave ng #3 5 os oh NTT thc. it I IN: 
| for we muſt firſt conſider the thing, and conclude that, and then we, ſhall 
., conſider. the perſons who. (ball obſerve it, Others ſaid; that what Mr. 


-, Frazer had propoſed oughrfirit to be conſidered. When they had 
+: for ſome time exerciſed rheir wit abgut the reaſons of the Faſt,and 

|  thewayof wordiogit, the Moderator ask!d, the Commilſioner it 
© "bis Grace had any thing to ſayabout it, who anſwered, yes, and 

: therefore 


- {t59) 

- therefore deſired it might be delayed till-the next day, 

accordingly done : the next. day, being the 12h. of Now 
. neſs of the Faſt was again bfught before the Aſs. and 
containing the reaſons of. it read with this alteration; that The, Des. * 
clar at ion, Vaths of Allegiance, Supremacy, and Teſt, and ſome ſuch par- 


% 


the papers 


 ticulars were Left out : It would ſeem that the Commiſſioners refu- [| 
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{ed to ſuffer it to paſs if theſe had been expreſly mentioned: where- ; | 
fore to get the Commiſſioner ta condeſcend to the thing, they | 

| daſht Qut the names : Bnt he isaq ignorant reader, and; has little || 
$kill in ſpelling who doth not perceivethat they are all couch'd & ; ng 

- implied. So this day the reaſons were approved, and an a& paſs'd, | ; 

. TEquiring all perſons throughout the Kingdom whether in Kirks i I 
or Meeting-houſes punQually to abſerve the ſame. I ſhould darain ah. 
you too long, it I ſhayld give you an account of che reaſons here, | fie 

- ang paſs oblervations thereon. I chuſe rather to ſend youthe par | i ; 

' per itſelfthat you may ſee it and conſider ic with your own eyes, | Ml 
andac the firſt view of it you may be convinced how choaking is -' Wh 

will. be tothe Epiſcopal Clergy, who can neither in credit or con- 
ſcience oblerveirz norcanany who are leſs intereſſed in the E- || ' 
piſcapal Government go along with it, unleſs they could be per- | 
{waded that Epiſcopacy, is not only unlawfull but the cauſe and pi oF 
occaſion of: much wickedneſs and impiety, and the ſetting irupis |; 
to apoſtatize from God,& to make DeteQion from the truth. None if | 
can ablerve this faſt for the reaſons enjoyned, but at the ſametime | BE | 
they muſt condemn! the Cherch.of England and other Proteſtant | oY | 
Ghurches, nay... « Catholick Church of Chriſt from the Apoſtles | {28 
days down to Calvin. The Afs. underſtood well enough how con-|{ 7 
xrary the deſign 2nd reaſons of this taſt were tothe ſentiments off El) 
tlioſe who were commanded:to obſcrye' it, 8 that they could notjf} 1 
Reep it without being guilty ofthe greateſt Hypocriſy and mock-!{ j#? 
.1ng of God : and therefore for them, for their own particular ends, 1M 
to require men thus to mock God and play the Hypocrite, was:aif (ii 
 Horrid and moſt unjuſtifiable peice of villany : chis ſhews that they'| 140 
falt for Trrite and envy, and not to pleaſe God,bur to enſnare men, Þ! ## 
Aqatto avert the Divine Judgements but that they may have oc+Þ} - 2! ; 
 calianof executing their wrath and malice under the Colour and it.Þ, 
ſhaddow of zeal againſt Sin. With the A& of the Aſs, for the faſk! 128 
; \W-515 
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' Thave ſent you alſo the a& of: Councillannexing the Civil Sandi. 
| on to it procured by my Lord -Crewfopd's means: and Vide the laſt 
| I'defireyouto take Notiee of the Cloſe of it, where Taper. 
\ the Obſervation'of the Faft is-Urged: out of fear of Gods wrath, 


' ſome ſaid was like the: Proclamations of one Borrhwickſometimes: 
| a Bayliffin this-City, which-were wont to be-under the painof 


. vertue of a gift from the King to print all publick Aftsand Proclas 


iTatereſt, but alſo a ſufferer for the Cauſe:: And it's true. he:was e- 


'rictt who was -not worth forty or fifry pound when he.left his 


' not give over, but next- tried her Intereſt with the- Councilh, that 


who thinks all the AQts of the Presbyterians ſhould be like the Laws-of the 


| and after that is ſubjoyned the higheſt perils from them;whiche 


. Ueathz and fourty Pound beſides, The mentioning -of theſe prin 
| ted Att brings to-my Memory a paſſage of the Printer ;- Some ir : 
| Hopes-of getting gain thereby Petitioned the Aſs. for-thegift-of | 
' publiſhing their As. Mrs. Anderſon claim'd the priviledge by. 


mations; and withall ſhe might have deſerved ſuch a favour {rom - 
| chem having ever heretofore Favourcd their Partyy. andallowed . 
them-the uſe of her Preſs for publiſhing their Pamphlets,-and:e- 
ven {uch- as durft not be well avowed. But either -beeanſe they - 
would have a Printer of their own-diftina fromthe Kings, or 
"that they would not ſhew kindneſs to her, who had accefſionito - 
the-guilt of-the late Reigns, by. printing their finfull AQs and + 
'Proclamations.: for- one or- bxth theſe Reaſons they denied her - 
the Favour, and b:ſtowed it on-Geprge-MHoſman who repreſented : 
3n his Petition, that he-was nat only always a true friend'to their - 


wyer-Whig enoigh, bat what-his-SuF.frings were 1t 4s not:well | 
:known,leecing he ever lived peaccably: at Edenburgh, and had the + 
:Freedome of a good trade, whereby he is becon... Fat every. way. . 
Other men. loſe by their Suffcrings, but they gain-by- theirs-even . 
inthis life. So Mr. Zohnſton died two Thouſand pound. Sterling - 


"cbarge..Tho' Mrs. Anderſon was repulſed by theAfs; yetſhe would 


'8t leaft ſhe might have: the printing of thoſe Aﬀts which:had the Civil : 
'Sanftion added to them,they being comprehended within-her gift. Crawford 


Meaes and: Perſians ſtood - up. for. Moſman, others pleaded Mrs. Anderſons - 
Tight, itnot being in the power of the Councill, far leſs of the Aſs. to take - 
away their right and property or any part of it. But,one ſaid ny 
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thit the Caſe ſhould-be ſtated not berwixt- Mrs, Anderſon and Moſmar, but. 
vetwixt the King and the Aſs. - whether the King ſhould yield to the -Afs. 
or the Aſs. to the King My Lord Crawford thought the firſt no abſurdity, 
and offered. to produce inſtances of it in former times. But the reſt of the 
Councellors thought they were obliged in Civility to prefer the King, and' 
{ Mrs Anderſon carried 1t.- | - OY ROEATE ry © 

I believe may have wearted you with the length of myLetter,' 
[crave pardon only to' add two or three particulars more, and 1 
ſhall cloſe. The firſt was, their appointing an anſwer to be made 
to the printed accounts of the perſecution of the Epifcopal* Cler- 
oy in this Kingdom. Atthe generall mcecing it was laid on Mr: 
Meldrum who declin'd it. Then it was recommended to Mr. Alex- 
ander Pitcairine who did nothing in it. He excuſed himſelf before 
the Aſs. in that he knew not the matters of fat and thetrue In- 
formation was not ſent him. The Als; ordered him again'to goon 
ia itand appointed Mr G/bert Rle, and ſome others to affift him 
in the work, and required all the members to furniſh them with 
[iftruQions proper for it. Mr. Meldrum-in a S:rmon: before the 
Aſs. offered to Juſtify the barbaricies of the Rabvle, and the ill-u- 
ſage which the Epiſcopal Clergy m?t with, alledzing that their 
errors, vices and ſcandals deſerve no better at the peoples hands : 
But what Juſtification 8 defence will be made by thoſe who are 
appointed todo it, in name of the Aſs. I do: not know, but thisI - 
am confident, that they will never prove any. material circum: . 
ſtance in matter of fatto be falſe; - | 

A Second particular Iam to make you acquainted with, isan + 
At for taking off the ſentence of depoſition-which was pronoun- - 
ced againſt ſome Miniſters, eſpecially thoſe of the Remonſtrators 
| Party 420 1660. T told you before that it had been propoſed atthe 
General meeting, but was then laid aſide by reaſon of the miſtakes 
that. were like to ariſe among the Brethren abour it. Now the Mo- 
derator who was mainly concerned it-the buſineſs finding him- 
{elf a little better ſtated. madean.overtureof it tothe Aſs; the day 
It was diffolved: and:to obtain it themoreeaſily; he brought'it in 
by way of a ſurprize: Brethren, faid-he, you may remember there were 
once ſome unhappy differences among us, which ſome carried ſo high as to 
Proceed to influ the ſentence of depoſtin upon {ome on that account; - 
- | HOW. -* 
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20 Think i fit before we part, that this ſentence be revoked ; that ar wi 
. artall one mans bairns, ſowe may be all alike ſtated. Mr. Gilbert Rule 
. - Feplied, that he judged it better to bury theſe matters in obliyion, 
- that they could-nat paſs a generall A& for reponing theſe: men 
- without re-examining their proceſſes, which was no ways fit; & 
| _ : Perhaps they would not be found all alike, for ſome might be de- 
-. poſed for Scanda]l and other. Crimes, and not only for theſe un- 
. happy heats and differences. The Moderator anſwered him, Bro 
. ther there is no need of condeſcending ox particulars, and I believe they 
.. will be found all alike, and that they are al] very honeſt men that are ron. 
. cerned: So henamed Mr. Fier and ſome others, and among the 
; Teſt himſelfin the third perſon, ſaying, There is oze Mr. Hugh 
Kennedy, whom I warrant you ken all well enough. Toconclude, the 
_ Act paſſed,the ſentence of depoſition lying upon theſe perſons was 
made void,and they declared to -be true and-lawfull Miniſters. 
. And herein truly the Moderators wit- fail'd him, for inſtead of 
righting himſelf which he deſigned, he raiſed objeQtions againſt 
' himſelf which otherwiſe would have been forgotten 3and by this 
E- ns brought an indelible taſh both upon his ow n publick Mini 
« fipy theſe two three years, andalſo upon the preſent Aſs. in that 
| : the Moderator and many of its members were both legally and 
: Canonically incapable. Nowthat they hear this, they pretend that 
- the ſentence was taken off formerly, and that the Aſs. only ratify- 
: edand confirmed what was formerly done in theſe mens fayour, 
. and that it was uſuall ro ratify in the firſt Generall Aſs, the AQts of 
..lnferiour Judicatories, But as they cannot inſtance the time nor 
; the meeting in which theſe perſons were repaned, ſo they never 
«had any properor avowed meeting for ſuch a buſineſs till the In- 
: dulgence granted by, King Fames:: and we neyer heard it ſo much 
. 45 propoſed before 1n any of their ayowed meetings till the laſt ge- 
, neral one as was already declared ; andeither the ſentence lying 
upon theſe perſons was valid or not : Tf it was not,then what need- } 
. ed ſuch a Solemn annulling of ic by an AQ of the Generall Afs- 
Bur if it was valid, then. the Aſs..approved of men who were con- 
_ .tummious to the diſcipline & government oftheir own Church 3 
for they received ſuch to be members of the Aſs. and alſo choofed one of 
that Gapg to preſide in it, whatever: may be faid as to the "yy = 
RM | | the 


He men, IF it vrds Pund'expedient that the As. "Thould 'pats a verdibibn 
ir, it, had been prudent and.proper to have done it before their atmilſton 
25 members z and if the Credit of the Aſs. had been regarded, they would 
not have choſen a Moderator again whom there was ſucha conlideradts 
exception : certainly a leſs reaſon may invalidate the Authority of thie AVs. 
render it unlawfull- and unworthy to'be owned and ſubmitted to. 


Thelaſt particular [ ſhall trouble you with is about the chooſing Com- 


miſſioners to. go from the Aſs. tothe King to make a true repreſentation 
of their-proceedings, to intreat the continuance of bis favour, and'to yiii- 
dicate, themſelves from the aſperſions of their. enemies. 1t's ſaid hat Mr. 
Carſtairs whom the king had fent down with: letters; of inſtruction tothe 
Aſs. expected that they would have: honoured him with that "truſt, "bur 
whether it was out of any Jealouſy of his coaduT or faithfullneſs, 'or if it 
was to-gratify others who might have had particular deſigns of their own 


they paſſed by Mr.Carſtairs, and gave the Employment. to Mr. Gilbert Ride 


and Mr. Dgvid Blair,” The firſt ] have'often - had occaſion to mention, thie 
other. preached in a meeting houſe here ; \ o -| | 
ſomething better Poliſhed than other common PresVyterians : He is Son 
to Mr. Robert Blair Miniſter at St. Andrews, who was famous for 'man 
things but eſpecially his Civiliry to King Charles the 2d. when he made him 
a viſit at his own houſe. Mr. Blajr when the King came in was ſitting in 
a Chair, and it feems at the time under a b dilly infirmity which both kept 
him from rifing and excuſed it, wh-n Mts. #lai- ran to to fetch a Chair to 
the King, he faid, My heart do not trouble your ſelf, he is a young man he may 
draw in one ts himſelf, - | | # 


At laft I com? to the diſſ»lation of the Alemvly, which was talked of - 


ſeverall days: before, and at1ally coacludzd an1 reſolved upon Nov. 13. 
Their laſt Sederunt was in the afternoon, and continuel till it was night. 
There they debated the calling of another :Aſs. an4 the time of its ſitting z 
ſome were for one month; ſome were*for another, and there were few 
months of the year but was favonred by one or other as fitteſt for an- Aſs. 
In the mideſt of theſe debites among themſelves, the Com :niſſioner (whoſe 
adviſe they never ſought in the aifair ) ſtood up 'and diſſolved them in the 
Kings name, and b7 the ſame Authority called and- appointed another to 
meet on the firſt of Nov.” next to'come, 1651. The Aﬀembly "was -Sur- 
prized with tis, but it would ſeem thej thonght not fit to call it inqueſti- 


on, therefore they ſabmitted : and all was concluded with a prayer and 


Pſalm + The Palm they Snng was the 133.. , 

Thus enged our famous Aﬀſembly: an account whereof I have given 
youas fully and exaaly as conld : I was not overhaſty to believe any in- 
formation till I found it confirmed>by two or three others : If ] be mi- 
Raken in ſome ſmall circumitznces, which the beſt Hiſtorians may erre in; 

lam 
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L am-ſure f16-material falſhood can becharged upon 'me, Let.it be no pre: 
jadice againſt the truth of my relation,'that I ſometimes appear no friend 
tothe Party 4 but tho' I bo not,” 1 will not willingly and wittingly 1ye 
upon then._1 need not aſlure you ofmy ingenuity who knows that I hate 
to ntrer a 1ye, either for advancing the beſt exuſe or deſtroying the worſt, 
But I canfe#tcan hardly bridlemy paſſion when I conſider. theerrour and 
injuſtice, the unreaſonableneſs and'Hypocriſy which-theſe people are guil. 
ty.of, who if you will take their word for it are the only true-Godly, and 
who only have a ſenſe of Religion -and-the-pracife of it.: but 1 am confi- 
dent neither Church nor: Religion will-profper tifl- that. Spirit be caſt out 
which poſſeſſes them; I pray:God -convert them, and let out much of his 
Spirit. npon them, andall others, that our Land may have peace, and that 
the diviſionsof our Church may be healed; that our Confuſions may be 
: wholly removed;;: and order and good Government reſtored, and that the 
worſhip. of .God may -be duly: and decently performed as may beſt 
tend tothe advancement of his Glory, and the good and Edification of the 
Souls of his - people, with this prayer for the Church, and my hearty 
Wiſhes for your ſelf, I take my leave.at this time, 
' December 1690. | 
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"M*: Wiriliam VEarTCH. 
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HE lateMr. John Hay Minifter 
of the Goſpel ar Peebles, be- 
ing by Bodily Pain and Sick- 


neſs urterly- diſabled for the. 


publick Exerciſe of his Miniſtry, and ap- 
prehending the time of his Deparrure ro 
be approaching; Our of a- deep concern 
for his Flock, after the Example of good 
and faichful Paſtors in all Ages, reſolved 
ro look our for a Succeſſor 3 And for that 
effet, wrote to the Duke of Qucensbery, 


(then undoubred Patron of the Pariſh of. 


Peebles) to nominate ſome Able and God- 
ly Miniſter, who might aſſiſt him as a 
Helper during his Life, and to whom he 
might recommend and leave his Charge 
at his Death. Ris Grace being well 1a- 
tisfied with ſo Pious a defire, remits the 
choice to himſelf, whereupon he calls 
and invit6s Mr. Robert Knocks, one of the 
Miniſters of the Ciry of Glaſgow, who ha- 
ving accepted the Call, and co the great 
Comfort of the Paſtor and People, ſerved 
the Cure for ſometime ; The ſick Man 
had his peaceable Exit in the Lord, ſola- 
cing himſelf in'this; That he had not left 


his Flock as Sheep without a Shepherd; Im- 
" menr of the Pacron, with the Conſenc 


mediarely afrer whoſe Deceaſe, the Heri- 
tors, Elders, aud Parochioners,did apply 


themſelves to the Duke's FaQor, to Peti- 
tion the Duke then ar London, and to ace 
quaint him, that they Unanimouſl: defi- 
red Mr. Robert Knocks to be their Mini- 
ſter, in place of the deceaſt Mr. John Hay, 
which accordingly the Duke agreed to, 
and ordered Mr, Knox to continue in the 


Exerciſe of his Miniſtry there. And there. 


afrer upon the 17th of November 1689, 
being the Lord's Day after Sermons, the 
Seſſion being ſirting, and the Duke's Ler- 
ter read untothem, the whole Hericors, 
Elders,and-Parochioners then preſent,did 
Unanimouſly and Cheerfully receive the 


ſaid Letter and- Notnination, and promij- 


ſed to Mr, Knox all the Encouragement 
thar could be expeRed © from a Duriful 
People; And the Seffion did order the 
Lairds of Hayſtoun, and Halhſhaw, William 
Plenderleith, Fohn Hope, and Jobn Gevan; 
late Provoſts of 'Peebles, to wait upon 
the Duke - at his Return, and- give him 
Thanks in all their Names for his care of 


them. ' After which time Mr. Knx ha- - 


vingall the right to be Miniſter ac Peebles, 
which the ſiace of the Church could then 
admir of, viz. Defignarion and Appoint- 


and Concurrence of the Hericors, Elders, 
[ and 
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| --dicors,-while the Provoſt-fercht a Mini. 
only *"ſter from the Meeting-Houſe to Preach in 


the formality of an InduRtion or Inſtiru- the Church, who after Sermons by an 


tion, in regat 


' fidflical. Jadicatory then in;being g6'con-:. \ 
fer it oy him, continued inthe Mee.and.. 


peaceable Exerciſe of his Miniſtry, until 
the ſixteenth of February 1690, when 
ſome violent Interruption being offered 
unto him; by a Company of Unritty Peo- 


ple, as he was'coming to the Church on... 


the Lord's Day in the Morning; the He- 
ritors,, Elders and People as aforeſaid, 
were ſo much concerned; that by an ex- 


reſs- Obligation;ſubſeribed; undes- phe! 
Lande, »- dedtare ere ren gl 


4dhere to the ſaid Mr. Knobs as their Mi- 


niſter z And Commiſſioned ſome of their . 


Number to purſue char high Rior, before 
the Moſt Honourable Lords of their Ma- 


zeſties Privy Council 3' Upon whoſe Com- be 


plaint and Application, the Lords of 
Council finding Mr, Knox to have good 
Right to ſerve the Care at the Church. of 
Peebles, did juſtly puniſh the Author of 
- * the Tumulr, and oblige the Magiſtrates 
of Peebles, ro take ſuch care of the Peace, 
rhat there might be no Interruption: o'= 


fered ro him for the Future, and there- 


after he enjoyed his Miniftry comfor- 
rably and peaceably, uncil the Presbytery 
having as would feem by all their poſte- 
rior As, reſolved to Thruſt him our,and 
obtrude another on the Pariſh, did by 
their A& of the 24th of July laſt ar Kr- 
kurd, withour ever examining his Right 
and Title, or giving him any Citation, 
Proceeding upon a falſe Suppoſition, as 
if he had pofleft himſelf wrongoully of 
the Church, required him to forbear 
Preaching, till he ſhould be allowed b 
them. The ExtraQ& of which AR, being 
d:livered to him by the preſent Provoſt 
of Peebles moſt unſeaſonably upon the 
Lord's Day thereafrer, juſt as he was go- 
ing ro the Pulpit 3 he taking ir as the 
ad plainly bears, to be only a Tempo=- 


rary reſtrainc, till ſuch timeas he ſhould 
apply himſelf to the Presbytery for-their 
Allowance, did patiently and pleaſantly 
obey is, taking his ſear among. the Ave 


&rhere wav no begal £ccle-'>. 


Y 
der (aSThe faid). from the Prezbytey 
Gries Fr Puri, by, decldring the 
Church'to be vacarit, for the ſupply of 
which pretended Vacancy, the Gai, Preſ. 
bjtery tent Mr. Robert Eliot one of their 
own Number, upon the 24th of Auguſt 
being the Lord's Day, to Preach and hoid 
a Meeting-for the calling of one Mr. /i/. 
liam Veatch; Which Meeting being called 


..after Sermons, the Hericors, either by 


themſelves, or their Proxies, together 
rb all rhe ordjoary;:'Elders of che Pa-- 

ſh, andi rhe getierdiry, bf the*-whole 
People, Compeered and Proteſted againſt 
the calling of Mr, Veatch, appealing from 
the Presbytery to the next Provinctal, or 
General Aſſembly that ſhould happen to 

, promiſing to give in the double of 
their Proteſtarion and Appeal, with the 
Reaſons thereof to the Presbytery-rhe firſt 
Day of their Meeting; whereupon they 
rook Inſtruments. The ſaid Mr. Robert 
Eliot 1n a ſtrange and unbecoming Hear 
and Tranſport, ——_ preſuming. to 
rake. Inſtruments .againſt. them: in the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt, and withour-any 
regard to their Proreſtation, he with his 
Aftociates proceeded to Nominate ſo 
many pretended Commiſſioners, to go 
the next day with Mr. Wiliam Ruſſel who 
was ſent by the . Presbytery, and in the 
Name of-the Pariſh of Peebles, to offer a 
pretended Call to the ſaid Mr, Veatch, a» 
mong which Commiſſioners the notori. 


. ous. Villain Beatty, who occaſioned the 


former Tumult, was one,who for his hor- 
rid Prophanation'of the Lord's Day, and 


y villanous Attempt thereupou againſt Mr. 


Knox, had been; lately and deſerved]! 
puniſhed by the Privy Council, ach 
Call,albeir only ſigned by Cardronne, who 
has but (mall Intereſt inthe Pariſh, and 
two or three mean Heritors who have 
bur two Aikers of Ground a piccealmoſt, 
Mr, Veatch cordially umbracing,came and 
preſenred irto- the Presbytery of Peebles, 
at and within the Chappel thereof upon 


the dayof September followivgz The 
Which 


which day and plate, the Heritors &c. 
by themſelycs and their Proxies, comt- 
peared and gave intheir Proteftarion and 
Appeal in Writing, wich the moſt grave 
and weighty reaſons thereof, wiz. That 
the Church conld mt be reputed vacant,Mr, 
Knox who had beſide Poſfeſſion, a good 
Righr and Ticle therero, and ro whom 
they were firmly reſolved to adhere,not 
being either: ofed, or Deprived, but 
only Inhibired for a time; by the A of 
the Presbytery, and his Right riot exa» 
mined, and diſcuſſed either by the Preſ- 
bytery, or any other competent Fudicatory 3 


And ſuppoſe rhe Church had been vacant, - 


as it was not; Yet the ſaid pretended 
Call of Mr, Veatches was ipſo fad void 
and null, in regard of ſeyeral: cfſential 
Defe&s and Informaliries of it, ſuch as 
the Call had-not been made ina Regular 
way by a publick: meeting of Heritors, 
Elders and Town Council, bur by pri- 
vare ſubſcriptions, which che Magiſtrates 
of Peebles by menaces and promiſes had 
feeretly colle&ted from. a multirude of 
Perſons legally uncapable of any vore in 
the Ele&ion 3 Some of them having no 
intereſt ar all in che Pariſh, Thar there 
were none of theElders confenting there- 
unto, and of a multitude of conſiderable 
Herirors in the Pariſh, only rwoor three 
petty and obſcure ones conſented, © All 
which reaſons are more fully expreſt in 
the Appeal, whereupon they rook Inſiru- 
ang, wo the whole Presbyrery (except 
att Old Grave Man who diffented all a- 
long) taking no notice thereof, nor to 
vouchſafc in rhe teaft any Anfwer there- 
to, accepted of and ſuſtathey} the afore- 
ſaid pretended Call, exhibired upro chem 
in fayoursof MF; Ftatth, Ordering in 
Edi 'to be ſery'd for him: the next 


Lord's Pay; which Edi&being recurned 
5 Ne Prevyiery, gpori'the'r "th W S$#þ- 
reinber, andci h 
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was a perfon utterly unktiown co them 
and thac they oughc not to be'conſtrained 
with an inplicite Faith, to intruſt the care 
of their Souls to a Man of whom they had 
no competent knowledge z Yea, that he was 
a Stranger to the -Presbytery it ſelf, and 
that they had never been at the pains ro 
hear him Preach ; that they mightzudge 
of his Qualifications for ſo eminent a 
place ; that the little Tryal the Pariſh 
had 'of him in two or three Sermons, 
they were in their private Ja_ of 
Diſccetion not well pleaſed with his way 
of Preaching, for: ſeveral Grave and 
Wetghty Exceptions which they [had 
ready to produce, That for the proſpett 
of a more lucrative place, he had by in- 
dire& merhods gor himſelf looſed from 
other Calls, thar he might force himſelf 


In upon the Pariſh of Peebles, And finally, 


that the Presbytery had in many inſtances 
behaved rhemſelves very parcially in this. 
whole Aﬀair, for all which Reafons more 
amply enlarged by them at that time, 
and contained in their Inſtruments ; They 
did de novo Proteſt and Appeal againſt a- 
ny further Procedure of the Presbytery 
upon the ſaid Edi, giving in a Copy of 
this their new Appeal, wich the Reaſons 
of tt, and taking Inſtruments thereupon, 
1m contempt of which repeated Appeals, 
with the tnoſt irrefragable Reaſons there- 
of; the Presbytery having derermined 


before hand to inſtirute Mr. Veatch 3 and 


for thar effe& ingaped Mr. Robert Elliot 
to Preach ar his Inſtirution, proceeded 
the very next day, being the: 18th of 
September, aftually to Inſtitute him; in 
moſt Illegal and Diſorderly way, 'contra- 
ry tvan expreſs AR of the General 4ſ- 


ſembyy, "holden ar Glaſgow, December 17, 


1638; Whereby ic js exprelly provided, 
That no perſon be ohrruded Into 1. Office in 
the Rr _ to the wilf of the Congre- 
h, "Ar F hug +6 Fong arome 
te of 'the Heritors of any 

NM; of. eſteem," nor of the ſtanding 
riſtip of the Pariſh, (and excepting 
 Þreſehr” Magiſtrates,”). none of the 
ſanelat Piriſhioners 3 Yea, in propor- 
f the Bbly of the Pariſli, few ar-all 
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zo Accept of or Imbrace him zi ſo-much 
that it's informed; Mr. Eljot publickl 

exprefled. his grief, Thac there were ſo 
few heneſt Men in the Partth ro receive 
their Paſtor.- | BN - 
. In Reſpe& of all which, and thar the 
Hericors conſenting ro Mr. Veatch his 
Call, are bur very few, and againſt ſeve- 
ralsof whom there are Comperent and 
* Relevanc Exceptions; viz, . That ſome 


of them are norBHeritors, and others by 


promiſe of eaſe of their Stipends, and 
ſome by Threacnings if they did not con- 
ſent; And that the Heritors who have 
proteſted againſt the ſaid Call, are nor 
only che moſt conſiderable Herirors, and 
have the moſt conſiderable Intereft in 
-the Pariſh, bur are double the number 
of the other, beſide the whole Elderfhip. 
It is therefore hoped, Thar his Grace, 


His Majeſtie's High Commiſſioner to the Af. 


-ſembly, the-Righr Reverend Moderator, 
and the Reverend Brethren of the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly of the Kirk of Scotland now 
fitting, May Examine, and take into their 
Grave and Godly Conſideration, the 
whole Progreſs .of this Aﬀair, rogether 


wich the Pariſhes Proteſtartons and Ap- | 
peals, which they Humbly Crave may 


publickly Read, hoping by their Pious 
Wiſdom, to' have their Lawful Paſtor 
| reſtored . unto them 3 And in Order 
thereunto,: to be relieved of ſuch an Il- 
legal Intruder, who upon many Accounts 

| has rendered himſelf unfir. to be conti- 
 muedin ſuch a Charge, parcicularly, be- 
+ . cauſe being conſcioys to himſelf of the 
. weakneſs.and; inſufficiency. of his Call, 
partly by his own Soligications,,- parcly 
M 


' other-yngiteR Merhods, he.did. in- 


fluence ſome few Hericors of Note,:, to 
- Gign ir after; an Edi&- had beep ſerved 
thereupon ; Again to ſhake himſelf Looſe 


mediate and Extraordipary Providence, 
which they did-fo floveiſli cur in the 6. 
4p: 


ailed which they, haye to produce, and 
ele.” prove, competent ig being Eh 
20T 


wven,, be 


which he ought mv eo diſobey, Whete. 
as ir can be cvinc'd, by clear Evidences, 
Thiag ic wasa, Draught. andDefign of Men, 
carried on underhand for a confidgrable 
rime.. And itis left ro the Aſſembly to 
judge whar a groſs Hypocriſie and Abuſe 
of the Sacred Name of Providence, it is to 
pretend an zmmedtate band of God, to the 
Cobweb-Plors and Contrivances of ſinful 
Men __ or - well as his Providence 
was painted forth .to. gain this poigt be, 
fore the Synod, there naar ba of that 
Meeting, who could: ſeg throw the. va- 
pity of that Pretence; And in ſpecial, 
one Grave and Wiſe Member, could.nor 
ler ir paſs withour a tart Refle&ion on it; 
Siklike, upon the day of his Admiſſion, 
he was not afraid publickly ro rake God 
ro wicneſs, that no proſpe& of a-'grear 
Benefice had induced him to: come to 
Peebles, whereas it tranſcends the com- 
promos of rhe moſt yaſt and exren-« 
ive Charity, to fancy what other morive 
could prevail with him, to reje Calls of 
People rhat were Zealous and Unanimous 
for him; and chruſt himſelf in upon a 
Pariſh whodeſired him nor, and can ex- 

e& no Spiritual Comfort fram his Mini- 
ſtry.-. And finally, He has fince chattime 
impoſed conditions of admicring Chil» 
dren ro Baptiſm 1n thac Pariſh, which 
neicher the Law of che Land, nor the 
late General. Meeting of this Church has 
warranced him to.do 3 whereupon ſeve- 
ral Perſons were neceflicate to take their 
Children'ro be Bapriſed by ochers, and 
ſome have raken Inſtrumenrs againſt him, 
And not a few Infants have been in appa- 
rent, Danger of Dying, wichour Bap- 
lm, ca, the gear. arjef of their Pe- 
rents; . Among, whom were weak. Twins 
belonging to one of the Jate Magiſtrares. 
All which can clearly be proved againſt 
him,cogerher with ſeveral ocher Articles 
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FOR 


HERIOT, Miniſter at 


DALKREITH. 


In Relat ion to the Libel againſt him, before the Presbytery at Dalkeith, and. 7 
Hind Petitions to. the Lords 
FESTIES Privy Council, 


© the Sentences thereon. 


T be Ap cal | given in by the ſaid Mr. Alexander Heriot to the Synod of 


Midlothian, containing 4 ſhort Information of the Progreſs of that 


*Q\ Af Oderator, Being conſcious of my 
4 Innocence, and finding my ſelf 
Wronged, and Injured, I here appeal 
from this Synod, to the firſt General 4/- 
ſembly, when ir ſhall meet; and in the 
| mean time to their Majefties ProteFion, 
for Juſtice and Relief; And fincerthe Law 
_ allows the Liedges a competent time to 
give in the Reaſons of their appeals, I 
here Proreſt withinTwenty four hours,to 
give in the Reaſons of rhis my appeal to 
your Clerk; And withall, I proteſt thar 


this be Recorded by him. And upon all 


I take Inſtruments... _ .. : 
Thi "Reaftns bf Appeal of Mr. Alexander 
"7 

'*Her 


f 


ric ne 'at Dalkeith, from” the 
do 


Midlothian, to the next Zawful 
eral Aﬀembly, And to their MA- 
- 'FESTIES Proteftton for Faſtice, and Re- 
-lief the mean time. . | 
*FYHERE, being | 


o - . 
- , 


WH, n Inditment gi- 

yen in to the Presbyrery. of Dal- 
keith againſ the ſaid Mr; Alexander Herit, 
and the Libe] bearing it to be given in in 
the Name of the Parocliiners, the ſaid 


 : Proceſe, to that time, 5s as follows, 


Mr. Alexander Heriat and .'Parochiners - 


compeered, and craved char his accu- 
ſers might be named: ro him, and thar 
they might. ſubſcribe their - Charge a- 
gainft him ; And char in regard thar 
the ſaid Hericors. and Parochiners :did 
not only Viva Voce; but by a Writ un- 
der their Hands Diſclaim and Diſown 
Ir, except: Alexander Calderwood, and: a 


few others, ex fece populi. . And albeit 
- no Libel ought to be admirted: wirhour 


a Purſuer; Yet the Prezbytery refuſed-ro 
condeſcend upon the Ingivers of the Lt- 
bel, or. ro ordatn them :to '@vi@and ſub- 
ſcribe-1t, Like as, noae hat cine wit 
dence to own tt, excepethe faid Aletuinder 
Calderwood, who ſaramong them as one of 
the Ruling Elders, and who is notourl 

known to be the ſaid Mr. Mexander Heri- 
at's declared Enemy (although without 
cauſe). and who invented and reported 
moſt falſe: Calumnies, againſt .himy..of 
which when he was challepged, his an- 
{wer was, That whether chey, were true 
or falſe, he had thereupon taken two huys 
dred of the Parochiners from his Com 
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:munion 3 Mr. Heriot declined him as 
dee in this matter, wherein he both 
Informed and accuſed ; which. not on- 
ly confiſted in the knowledge: of the 
.Presbytery (who had no other Informa- 
.tion but his) bur which was likewiſe of- 
:fered ro be proved by his Oath; yer 
-notwichſtanding thereot, againſt all Law, 
Reaſon, and good Order, the Presbytery 
. would not remove him, bur allowed him 
:To fit as one of Mr, Heriot's Judges, and 
. appointed him one of the Examinators of 
-the Wirnefſes : and he forgetting that 
Nation, informed and rampered with 
.fome of rhem, and threarned others, as 
to whar they ſhould depone; and the 
"Witneſſes. being overawed and interrup- 
red in-their Examinations, and not allow- 
.ed ro declare the whole Truth in com- 
plexr marrers of Fa, whereby the De- 
-poficions may be lame and weak, and car- 
'Ty 2 quice contrary meaning of che 
Truth, of what the Witneſſes offered to 
_ .depone; And ſome of the Wirtriefles ha- 

 ving deſired rhatthey might ſee and read 
their own Depoſitions before they ſub- 
- ſcribed them, the: ſame was abſolutely 
refuſed, with this Expoſtulation 3 What ? 
de you diſtruſt us? and do you queſtion our 
Clerk's. honefly ? And thus :they cauſed 
theſe Wirnefſes ſubſcribe what was writ- 
ten,:ſo thar there may be left our the 
material parts of theirDepoſitions,which 
Cleared their Miniſter. And not only 
are there ſeyeral Articles of the Libel, 
which are not upon theſe Heads,to which 
the Trial of the Regular Clergy is reſtridt- 
ed by A& of. Parliament., and which 
.are-id themſelves alterias fori, but like- 
wiſts fete wad an aniditional Libel raiſed 
againft cheſaibÞMr;iHlexanier, and with- 
our-any Ciration given to him thereupon, 
or Copy, Sight or Notice given ro him 
thereof; Wicnefſes are examined, than 
All which there can be nothing in judicial 
Provedures morePartial, Pernicious, and 

Unjuft, ' AndiMr, Alexander Heriot having 
' appealed Frame Prevbytery ro tlie'Ge- 
" etatAﬀenibly, che Presbyrery norwich- 
 amiling rhereof' procreded, and found 
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the Libel Valid, and Proved; and 


therefore, and in regard of Mr. He- 


riot's Contumacy {as they termed. his 
Appeal to the General Afſembly, which 
ſat in 0Hobey laft) they ſuſpended him 
from the Miniſtry, and referred him for 
further Cenfure tothe General Afembly. 
Bur the General Aﬀembly having found 
no Contumacy in the Appeal, they refer- 
red him back again torhe Synod, And 
now the ſaid Mr, Alexander does again 
Appeal from che Syngd, and-from any 
Sentence they ſhall'give inthis Matter, 
to the next lawful General Aﬀembly, 
and inthe mean time, to Their Majeftics 
ProteRtion for Juſtice and Relief, For 
thir Grounds and Reaſons. 21 

Firſt, There being.a: Peririon given in 
by the Herirors and Parochiners of Dal- 
keith to the Synod, atreſting, the ſaid 


| Mr, Alexander his Faithfulneſs 10 the Mi- 


niſtry, and his Innocency as tg the things 
Libelled againſt him; and craving, thar 
according to the AR of Parliament, the 
Lepoſitions of the Witnefles might be 
made parent, that chey might be the bet- 
ter Redargued;z yer the Synod ſulfered 
not the ſaid Petition to be read, GE 
Secondly, The ſaid Mr. Alexanier ha 

ving repreſented to the Synod the fore 
ſaid Procedure of the Presbyrery againſt 
him,and having craved that the Depoſiti- 
ons of che Witneſfes, might be read before 
him, apd that he might have a Copy of 
the Aditional Libel, which he had neyer 
ſcen; and that conform: to the 'AR of 
Parliament, the Depoſitions of the Wir- 
nefles mighr be made patent co him, ro 
the end chat he might have a Gopy there- 
of, to the effet he might. phe. heger 
clear himſelf, Whmi .any (hive hs 
ſeem ro be' deydned againit 
narwichſtanding, cheregf, {ang comtrare 
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ed rhat one of the Articles deponed a» 
zinft him, was, That he ſhould have 
anced about a Bonfire the 14th of 040- 

ber 1688; And that the ſame was the on-. 

ly Article proved againſt him, which he 
inſtancly redargued, for the ſaid 14h 
day of Offober 1683 fell upon a Sunday, 
and that the Wirneffes and whole Inha- 
biranrs of Dalkeith cannor bur declare, 
that there was never Bonfires at Dalkeith 
upon a Sunday, ſo that they deponed 
flalſly.. Andrhe Dancing about a Bonfire 
being ſo publick an AR, thar nor only rhe 

Wirhefſes that have deponed it, but like-. 

ways many others would have ſeen ir, 

and all the Inhabitants of Dalkerth would 
have heard of it, if it had been true: 

Yet : notwithſtanding thereof, all the 

Neighbours to that: Bonfire, and whole 

Inhabirancs of Dafherth will declare and 

depone, 'thar rhey neither ſaw nor heard 

of their Miniſter dancing ar char, or any 
other Bonfire z yer notwithſtanding of 
thar clear Convi&ion, and redarguing of 
that Article, the Synod had no regard 
thereto, affirming chat there was no Mp 
for ir now, ic being ſo deponed, whic 

js no other thing than as if they had ſaid, 
that they were nor concerned tho' it were 
falſe, for It was ſodeponed; and which 


- 1s ſo conſequential to a clear and poſitive 


Redarguing, and Improbation of the Are 
ticle, and Probation thereof, that the 
prejudice and defign of the Synod to pro» 
ceed-againſt the ſaid Mr. Alexander upon 


' whatever was alleadged, altho' without 
' Probation, or upon a Redargued Probati- 


on, is evidently manifeſt, 

4thly. The ſaid Mr. Alexander repre- 
ſented tothe Synod, thar he had former- 
ly appealed from the Presbytery,and rhat 
it was bur too evident from what 1s above 
narrated, thar they were Party againſt 


him. And which was further demon--. 


ftrare from this, That the ſaid Presbyte- 
ry and Alexander Calderwood, did in face 
of the $yno1 nor only interrupt the ſaid 
Mr, Alexander - when he was. ſpeaking 
bur likeways debared and reaſoned againft 


. him as his oppoſite Parties, ſorhar ir could 


nor be.cxpetted, bur that they would do 


(71). 
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more when he was removed out of -rhe- 
Synod, and therefore the ſaid Mr. Atex- 
andey declined che Presbyrery, and Alex- 
ander Calderwod as his Judges, and cra- 
ved that they mighr nor ſit to: judge 
him ; yer notwithſtanding thereof, a« 
gainſt all Law and Juſtice, they were'nor 
removed, I LD 

gthly. Several Members of the Synod 
interrupted the faid Mr. Alexander, while 
he was vindicating himſelf, in the face of 
the Synod, and craving a fighrof the Ad- 
dirional Libel, and Depoſition of the 


Witneſſes; Andcried out, That the ſame 


ſhould not be granted to bim, asif every one 
of them had had a Deciſive Voice, and 
which is wichour Example in any Judica- 
tory, for any of the Judges to interrupt 
the Defenders ſpeaking, and to cry our 
rheir Opinion, or rather Sentence, bee 
fore the Defender be removed; and 
which openly diſcovers their Prejudice, 


Deſign and Reſolution of proceeding a» - 


gainſt rhe ſaid Mr, Alexander, alcho' with- 
our juſt cauſe. | | 
6thly. The Prejudiceand defign of the 


Synods proceeding againſt the ſaid Mr. A-- 
lexander, on. the ſaid lame, 'weak, and. 
null probation, 15 evident, in fo far as (e- 


veral Members of their Number did 
« wap and 'deal wich him to demir, or 
that otherways they would depoſe him. 
And there is norhing more certain, than 


that they. would never have Dealt with 
him to' demir, if: the Probation apainſt - 


him had been good ; Their maliceto the 
Regular Clergy being ſuch, as tharth 


would rather Depole them. for Immora- 
liries, and Errors'in Dorine, to ex- - 


poſe them, than ſuffer them to- De- 
mit, and ger off without ſtain, when th 

der being Conſcious of his own Innocen- 
cy refuſed ro Demir, bur rather co ſuffer 
their Excremity, from which he ho- 
ped GOD in his good rime would 'Vindi- 


"care hini. And therefore ir being evie 


dent from the Grounds foreſaid, thartche 


Synod lias behaved rhemſelves moſt!Par-. 


tially, and' againſt all Law: and-Form : 


The faid Mt, Alexander does therefore. 
| proteſt. 


are guilty of the ſame. Bur'Mr. Alexith- 
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Proteſt againſt the $ynods further Pro- 
ceeding in the ſaid _—_ and appeals 
from them, and from any ſentence they 
ſhall give therein, to the next lawful Ge- 
neral Aſſemblie, And to their MAJES- 
TIES ProreQion, for [uſtice, and Relict 
in the mean time ; And Proteſts, Thar 
the ſaid Libels, and Witneſſes Depofiti- 
ons taken thereupon, may be preſerved, 
. and not put out of the way, That ſo the 

fame (and not-Copies thereof) may be 
produced to the next General Aſſembly; 
Or to any their. Majeſties ſhall be pleaſed, 
out of their Royal Authoriry, to appoinr 
xo conſider the ſame : And thar as the 
faid Mr. Alexander will publiſh and diſperſe 
his Appeal, and his Anſwers to the firſt 


Libel ; Which he only did ſee for his - 


own Vindication from any ſentence that 
ſhall follow hereupon; So he expeQs, 
and earneſily Deſires, that the ſaid Synod 


may Print both the Libels againſt him, 


and Depoſitions taken rhereupon, for 
vindication of their Juſtice, (if they can 
conceive they have done right:) Bur 
which- Mr. Alexander hopes will rather 
vindicare his Innocency, And further, 
Mr. Alexander Craves, and Proteſts, Thar 
.gbis his Appeal may be inſert in the 
Books of the Synod. | 
Notwichſtanding of the Appeals fore- 
ſaid, rhe Synod proceeded, and Depoſed 
the ſaid Mr. Alexander from his Miniſtry, 
and thereupon the Elderſhip of the Pa- 


riſh was invaded, and ſome few (ſeverals. 


of them ſcarce worth to be noriced as Re- 
fidenters) have uſurped rhe power of e- 
leRing Elders, and have elefted ma- 
ny moe than the number formerly u- 
ſed, purpoſely as they think, to make 
the greater :Figurez alrho* bur of the 
moſt inconſiderable of. rhe Pariſh; and 
of Deſign ro Call, Impoſe, and Obtrude 
z Minifter- upon the Reſt: againſt rheir 
will, contrary to the Laws of Charity, 
Praftices of Chriſtian Churches, and pro- 
feſfion of Presbyterians. Notwirhſtand- 
ing that the ſaid Mr. Alexander, Hertot. his 
& ppeal does in Law preſerve his Right, 
nd keeps all- in flatz quo, the time of 
the Appeal, while'r be difcuſt. 
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Whereupon not only the ſaid My. 4- 
lexander Heriatt, bur likewiſe the "or Sg 
and Pariſhioners of Dalkeith have given 


In a Perition to the Lords of their Maje- 


flies moſt Honourable Privy Council 
That they may be pleaſed ro forbid the 
Calling of a Miniſter until the Appeal 
be diſcuſt; And thar in the mean time, 
he may be reſtored to the Exerciſe 
of his Mimftrie. And that the Presby- 
tery of Dalkeith; And others who had 
the Libels given in againſt him,* and 
— of rhe Witneſſes, may 
make 


the ſame known to him, as Law 


appoints; That he may know what is li- 
belled, or may ſeem to be proyed, ro 
the effe& he may the better clear him- 
ſelf of the ſame, which is nothing bur 
falſe [tes and calumnies :- And whereof 
ſeveral of the Presbyterian Miniſters, 
who have ſeen the Libels and Depofici- 
ons, Affirm, that there is nothing pre- 
rended to be proved, But the dancing a- 
bout the. Bon-Firez which is nor only 
clearly redargued to be falſe as faid is, 
there being no Bonfires either on the 
foreſaid day, nor for ſeveral months 


either before or after 3 Bur likewiſe if 


the perſons who have deponed it were 
known, and re-examined, it will be found, 
they have p_—_ falſly ; And thar they 
have been dealt with fo to Depone ; 
And thar this Falſhood may not be 
diſcovered, not anly are the Depoſi- 
tions kept up, contrary to expreſs Law 
and Ads of Parliamenc; But likewiſe 
no notice can be gotten who were the 


perſons who have deponed it, that they 


may be infiſted againſt, 

.. Whereas it # pretended, That the 
Lords of their Majeſties Privy Council, 
are not Judges competent to the ſentences 
of ' Ecclefraſtick Courts, and that as they 
cannot pur in Minifters in Churches, fo 
= cannot meddle with ſentences of De- 
port 


ions. Ir 1s anſwered, That by the x. 


A 3 Parl. Fa. 6, It is Statute and 
Qrdained, That his Majeſtie, and Council 
ſhall be Judges competent, To all Perſons 


.Spiratual and Temporal, in all matters, And 
ro pretend, that the Council is not Judge 


compereut 


w  Q> 
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competent to ſentences of Fedleſtaſtich. 
Caurts, 15 no other then to affirm, That 
thefe Courts have an Arbitrary power, and 


may do wrong at their pleaſure without Re- 


meed or Control. For it is evident, That 
Mr. Herrlott 1s moſt unjuſtly purſued and 
Depoſed, And it is alſo evident, that 
if. it. be not: Redreſſed by the Council, 
he will never be Reſtored by thoſe Mijni- 
ſters, who have dealt fo unjuſtly wich 
him. 

And wheteas, it is alleaged, That as 
the Council cannot put in Miniſters, ſe they 
cannot meddle with ſentences of Depoſition. 


It is anſwered, That the Council has nor - 


the power of Admiſſion and Ordinatjon 


lawful Call, rhe Presbyterie ſhould refuſe 
ro admir and. Ordatna him; albeit they. 


have nothing toqhjeGt igainſt him, ppon 


Application: ro the; Council or Seffion,. 
Lerrers will. be .dire&ed-ro Charge the 
Presbyrerje, to; Admir and Ordain- him, 
but zlto magis in this caſe,, where a Mi- 
niſter is Depoſed from his Miniftrie, as; 


likewiſe from his Benefice,, (which, is his 


Livelyhood, and. Maintenagce) .and: yer. 


moſt unjuſtly, and without; Groyng: or. 
Reaſon 3 The Gouncil is, moft: proper 
Jud es, for Reſtoring him againſt rhe 
orelaid Oppreſſion, Injurie, and 4\njuſt 
Sentence, SHS, Re 

. And for a further evidence of this un- 
juſt Sencence, it is Humbly deſired, that 
the Lords. of Their Majeſties Privy Coun- 


cilwill be pleaſed to take notice, Thar in- 


the firſt Libel there are many Articles 
which axe. nor.to be admitted in Law ; 
And it is ſaid, that - there is none of 
them proved,. but the Dancing abour 
the Bonfire: And yet the Presbytery by 
their Sentence, found the Libel Releyanc 
and Proved, which muſt be underſtood 
as to the whole Articles of .the Libel 
complexie, than which there is nothing 


'S. 


more falſe, as will png by the Libeſs 
and Depolitiors, if they were prodiicetl, 
And yer rhereypon Ir, Heriott is firſt ſuſ« 
pended by the Presbyrety, and referred 
by rhem to che General Aﬀembly for fur- 
ther Cenſure, as if great Immoralities 
in Life, and Errors in Do@rine, had 
been proved againſt him. And the Sy 
nod {to which the Afﬀembly remitted 
him) following the ſteps of the Presby- 
tery, depoſed him, Now when Presby- 
tery and Synod, have ated rhus contrary 
ro expreſs Law; and have done open and 
m8nifeſt Unjuſtice z (and whereof al{ that 
heard of it are convinced and ſenſible} 


_ And having ſtated themſelves Partjes a- 
of Miniſters. Bur if a Miniſter having El 


gainft him, there can be no Remedy ex- 
pected from the ſaid Unjuſtice, Injury, 
andNppreſſion, unle(s-rheLords of Their 
Maysſties :Privy.- Council tnterpbſe cheir 
Authority. RISE ES 

If ir be alleaged, That the late 
AR of Parliament, The AR of- Supre- 
macy. jn Church marters 1s yg arm 
Ic is. apſwered,: That the AR of Parlia- 
mem: 3659 is Reſcinded, which exrend- 
ed che Sypremacy,.to the Ordering'and 


, Diſpoſal of che External Goverament and 


Policy: of rhe Church, and to the EnaQ- 
ing.of Conſticutions, As, and Orders 
inthe Church. Bur the foreſatd AR of 
K, Ja. 6, his 8 Parliament, is not Re- 
ſcinded, which 1s only as to rhe Judging 
of  Zccleſeaſtich, Perſons in matters com- 
plained upon; and ; which power is in- 
herenc in the Crown, otherways there 
ſhould be Regnum in Regnoz and Church 
Judicatories ſhould have arbicrary Pow- 
er,. without Redreſs or Control, as ſaid 
I. ; 

In Regard whereof, The Lords of Their 
' MAFESTIES Privy Council are 
- Judges Competent, to this Injurie, Vn- 
jnflice and Oppreſion; And the Deſire 

* of the Petitions ought to be Granted: 
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ACT of the General Aſſembly, anent 2 Solemn National Faſt 
| and Humiliation, with the Cauſes thereof, 


. - At Edinburgh, November 12, 1690. Poſtmeridiem, Seſſ. 25, 


T—=\ HE General Aﬀembly, Having 
'l- taken into their moſt ſerious 

> Confideration, the late great 
and-peneral-Defe@ionof this Church and 
Kicggdor; haverrhought fir to -Appoinr 
4 Day of Solemn Humiliation andFafting, 


for [Confeſſion of. Sins, and making Sup-: 
Plicarion to our Gracious God, toi for-' 


give-and remove the guilt thereof: ' In 
order whereunto, they have Ordained 


the - Confeſſion of Sins, and. Cauſes of” 
Faſting following, to'beduly Intimatand- 
Publiſhed; *Recommending 'ic:moſt :eur- 
neſily to all perſons, both Miniſters and 


others, : Thar every one. of us may/nor 


only feateli and' try our own hears and 


ways, and ſtir up ourſelves ro ſeek the 


Lord; Bur alſo in our: Stations,:andas' 
we have acceſs, -Deal : with one aborker;| 
In all love and tendetneſs; to preparefor? 
ſo-grear and necefſary* + Duty, 'that*we! 
- may find mercy in God's ſight, arid H& 
may be graciouſly reconciled to our Land: 
In our Lord')Jeſas,” and rake” delight'ro: 


dwell among ns. | © 2 - © 
. Although tur-gracious God hath'of 


late, forhisown Names ſake, wroughr- 
_ Lrear and” wonderful things; for Britain 


and Ireland, and for this Chureh arid Na- 
tion in particular; - Yerithe: tnhabirants 


thereof. have 'cauſe 'ro' remember” their. 
own evil'ways, -and to loath themſelves ro work abomination; the 
--: flood-gares ot Imptety were opended,and 


in their own ſight for their Iniquittes, 
Alas 'We,. 'and: our Fathers, our 
Princes, *our:. Paſtors,” anid-Yeople of all 
Kapks have'ſimted; andhive been. under 
Sreat- Tranſgreffion ro ithis' day”: : For 


 thouphour gracious God ſhowed early 
kindneſs 'to this Land, in ſenaing the 


Goſpel amongſt us, and afterward 1n our 
Reformation from Popiſh Superſticion 


_ af Pighatry; and it had the Honour, We" hated, and he t: 
[ 


beyond many Nations, of being atter our 


firſt Reformation, ſolemnly devoredunts 
God, both Prince and People, yet we 
have dealt treacherouſly with the Lord, 
and been unſtedfaſt in his Covenant, and 
have not walked ſuitably to: our -Mercies . 
received -from him, nor obligations ts .. 
him :'' Through the” mercy of God this 
Church had atrained to a great purity of 
DoRrine, Worſhip, and Government, 
bur this was not accompanied wirh ſuit- 
able perſonal 'Reformation, neicher was 
our- Fruie'anſwerable to the: pains taken 
oft -us by 'Word: and. Work; We had 
much Goſpel-preachitig, bur roo little 
'Goſpel-prafticez roo many wenr on in 
open wickedneſs,- and ſorne had- bur a 
form'of 'Godlineſs, denying the - power 
thereof; iniany alſs'who had. the Grace 
of -Gdd'if' rruckfetfrom-their firſt love, 
and fell *under he rfhow,.oomys. and de--- 
cays; 48d when for our ſins the anger of 
theLord had: divided us; and we were” 
broughr under rhe feer. of ſtrangers, and 
many of-our:Brethren killed; others ra- 
ken Captive and fold as ſlayes, - yet we 
ſihnied ſtill; and after we were freed from 
the-yoke of ſtrangers, inflead oF rertrit- 
Inp/to'rhie Lord: and being kdts epett- 
tance: by chis goodneſs, rh&Land made 
open DefeRion from the good 'wayy bf 
the Lord: many behayed asf they hid 
been delivered ro work abotinarſon; the 


a deluge 6fyickethials did? over-fpread 
thELand, ' *Who'can'without” Þrict ind 


ſhanb "retemberithe ſralndful Yebiinch-/ 
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rey. And when by theſe, and ſuch 
fike corrupt pra&ices, mens Conſciences 
were debauched. they proceeded to ſacri- 
fice the Intereſt of rhe Lord [eſus Chriſt, 
and Priviledpges of his Church-to. the 
Juſts and will of men ; The Supremacy 
was advanced in ſuch a way, and to 
ſuch an heighr, as never any Chriſttan 
Church acknowledged ; the Government 
of rhe Church was altered, and Prelacy 
(which hath been always grievous to 
this Nation) introduced, wichour the 
Churches conſent, and contrair to the 
ſtanding ARs of our National Aſſemblies, 
both which the preſent Parliament hath 
(bleſſed be God) lately found; And yet 
nevertheleſs, of the then ſtanding Mini- 
ſiry of Scotland, many did ſuddenly and 
readily comply with thac alcerarion of the 
Government; ſome our of Pride and Co- 
vetouſneſs or Man-pleafing,ſome through 
infirmity or weakneſs, or fear of Man, 
and want of- Courage and Zeal for God ; 
many faithful Miniſters were thereupon 
caſt our, and many Infuffictent and Scan- 
dalous men thruſt in on their Charges, 
and many Families ruined, becauſe they 
would not own them. as their Paſtors. 

And alas! Ic is undenyable, there hath 
been under: the late Prelacie, a great de- 
cay of Piety, ſo that ir was enough to 
make a.man be nicknam'd a Phanarick, if 
he did-not run to the ſame exceſs of rior 
with others, | 
- And ſhould ir not be lamented, for ir 


_ cannot be denyed, there hath been in 


ſome a dreadful ' Arheiftical Boldneſs a- 


— AV an a I TD em b : PETE IT - C9 0, 
. - F7 I bd * T7” . a Wy 
" = - - VS . * | : | bas . £ : - 
yg q 


: : ba "br 4 ” "> by 2dat 
: C7 l a ? . = 
£ . ', R T4 - = \ , 
f. 7 | 
. S. 
( 5 d) 


ungodly and unlawful Oarths and Bonds 
whereby the Conſciences of many have 
been pollured and ſeared, and many 
ruined and oppreſſed for refufing and 
nor taking them. REID AS 
There hath alſo been a great neglett of 
the Worſhip of God, roo much in_pu- 
licks bur eſpecially in Families, and in 
ſecrer, N *Þ 
"The wonred care of Religious ſanftify- 
ing the Lord's Day is gone, and in many 
places the Sabbath hath been, and 1s 
ſhamefully prophaned. _ _ -- _ 
The Land alſo hath been full of bloody 
Crimes, and Cities full of Violence, and. 
much innocent Blood ſhed, ſo that Blood 
rouched Blood 3; yea, Sodoms fins have 
abounded amongſt us, Pride, fullneſs of 


| Breafl, Idleneſs,. Vanities of Apparel, 


and ſhameful ſenſualiry filled the Land. 
And alas! how great hatch been the 
Cry of Oppreſſion, and Unrighteouſneſs, 
Iniquiry hath been eſtabliſhed by a Law, 
there hath been a grear perverting - of 
Juſtice, by making -and executing un- 
righteous Statutes and Ads, and ſad per- 
ſecutions of many for their Conſcience 
rowards God, | 
It is alſo matter of Lamentation, thatr' 
under this great DefeRion -there hath 
been too general a fainting, not only a- 
mongſ\t profeſſors of the Goſpel, bur alſo 
amongſt Miniſters; yea, even amongſt- 


- ſuch, who in the main things: did en- 


deavour to maincain their Inregrity, in: 
not glying ſeaſonable and neceffary Te- 
ſtimony againſt the. Defe&ons and Evils 


gainſt God, ſome have diſputed the Being of the Time, and keeping a due diſtance - 


of God, ard his Providence, the Divine 
Authority of the Seriprures, the Life to 
come, and Immorrtalny of the Soul, yea 
and ſcoffed at theſe things, | 
There hath been alſo an horrid Pro- 
phanarion of the Holy and Dreadful Name 
of God, by Curfing and Swearing : Ah! 
there hath been ſo much Swearing and 
 Forſwearing amongſt us, 'that no Nation 
 Undergfiggyen have been more. guilty in 
this chan We3" lone. by (W'iing..caſhly 
or ignorancly, ford falſly, cakin 
their Oaths, and- impofivg and taki 


from them, and ſome. on rhe othey hand- 


— managed their .Zeal wich tov lictle Diſy 


cretton and Meekneſs. 
Ic 1s alſa matter of Humiliation, that- 


. when Differences fellour-amongſt theſe, 


who did owne Truth, and bear witneſs” 
againſt .che Caurſe-of Defeion; they 
were not managed with due Charity and / 
Love, bur ,with roo muchtheat and bit- 

rerneſs, injurious RefleCtions uſed againſt : 


pious and worthy men on all hands, and -_ 

. ſcandalous Divifions occaſioned, and the -. 

« roet.of the Goſpel greatly. abſtrucee + 
® 2 | 


thereby, 
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thereby, 810d ſome dangerous Principles 
drunk in: And after all rhis, there were 
ſhameful'advances towards Popery, the 
Abotvinarion of the Mais was ſet up 1n 
wany places, and Popiſh Schools ereft- 
ed, and ſeverals fell to Idolatry. 

. And though the Lord hath. put a ſtop 
to the Courſe of DefeCtion, and of his 
great mercy given us ſome reviving from 
our Bondage ;z yet we have (ad cauſe to 
reprate and bemoan, that few havea 
due ſenſe of our mercy, or walk anſwer- 
able thereto, few are rurned tothe Lord 1n 
rruth, bur rhe wicked go on to do wicked- 
ly, and there is found amongſt us to this 
day ſhameful ingraritude for our metcies, 
Horrid impenitency under our fins, yea, 
even amongſt thoſe who ſtand moſt up 
for the Defence of the Truth : and a- 
mongſt many tn our Armies, there 15 wo- 
ful Prophaneneſs and Debauchery. And 
though we profeſs ro acknowledge, there 
can be no pardon of Sins, no Peace and 
- Reconciliation with God, bur by the 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt ; yer few-knowHim, 
or fee the Neceffiry and Excellency of 
the Knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; 
few ſee their need of Him,or eſteem, de- 
ſire,or receive Him.as he 1s offered in the 
Goſpel; few are acquainted with Faith 
in. Jeſus Chriſt, and living by Faith on 
Hum, as. made of the Father unto us, Wil- 
dom, Righteouſneſs, SanRificatton and Re* 
- dempriof.; and few walk as 'becometh 
_ the Goſpel, and imitate our Holy Lord in 
Humilicy,Meekneſs, Self-denial, Heavenly- 
mindedneſs,Zeal for G O D, and Charity 


k | | _ # . 
into the Heavens, they are many in num. 
ber, and Hainous in their nature, ang 


grievoufly- aggravated, as having been 


contrair to great Light and Love, under 
ſignal Mercies and Judgments, after Con. 
fefſion and Supplication, and notwith. 
ſtanding of our Profeſſion, Promiſes and 
ſolemn Vowing, and Covenanting wich 
God to the contrair. 

Have we not then fad cauſe of deep 
Sorrow and Humiliation? And may we 
not fear, if we do nor repent, and turn 
from the evil of our ways, and return 
ro the Lord with all our hearts, that He 
return to do us evil, after he hath done 
us good, and be angry with us, until He 
hatch canſumed us? 

Ler us therefore humble our ſelves by 
Faſting and Praying, let us ſearch our 
our ſins, and conſider our ways, and con- 
feſs theſe, and other our fins, with Sor- 
row and Deteſtation; Ler us turn- unto 
the Lord with Faſting and weeping, and 
with mourning; Let us firmly Reſolve 
and fincerely Engage to amend our ways 
and doings, and return unto the Lord our 
God, with all our hear, and earneſtly 
pray, that for the blood of the Lamb of 
God, our fins may be forgiven, and our 
back-ſlidings healed, and we may yet be- 
come: a righteous Nation, keeping the 
Truth, that Religion and: Righteouſneſs 
may flouriſh, and Love, and Charity a- 
bound, and all the Lord's People may be- 
of one mind in the Lord: and in order 
ro all theſe, that the Word of the Lord 
may have free courſe, and be glorified, 


towards Men : Burt as there is even until $and that the Preaching of the Word, and | 


now, a. great contempt of the Goſpel, a 
great Barrenneſs under ir-; ſo-a deep Se- 
curity under our Sin and Danger, agreat 
want of Piety roward God, and-Love'to- 
wards Men, with a woful Selfiſhneſs, e- 
very one ſecking their owt: things, few 
rhg, chings. of Chriſt, or the publick 


| Good, or one anothers welfare: And fi-' 
nally, che moſt/part-more- ready to'cen-* 
ſure-che ſins of others, rhan to repent of 


their own... | | 


- heads, and:guo Treſpaſſes are grown up 


Diſpenſing of the Sacraments, may be 
accompanied with the wonted preſence, 
Power and Bleſſing of the Spirit of the 
Lord; Thar the Lord would preſerve 
and blefs our gractous King and Queen, 
Wiltam and Mary, and eſtabliſh theic 
Throne. by Righteouſneſs. and Religion, 
and'grant to. theſe Nations, Peace. and 
Truth rogether ; and for that End, bleſs 
and.proſper His Majeſties. Councils, and 


: | Farces by. Sea am:Land, and thoſe of che 
Qur- Iniquities are increaſed over: our 


Princes and States his; Allies, for God 
amd his Truth, that Inferior Rulers my 
Sets rule 


clothed with -Righreouſnefs, and char 
many faithful Labourers may be ſent out 
into the Lord's Vineyard, and they who 
are ſent, may find mercy to be faithful, 
and be bleſt wich Succeſs, that Families 
may be as lictle Churches of Chriſt, and 
that the Lord would pour out His Spirit 
on all Ranks of People, that they may 
_ be holy in all manner of Converſation, 
and God may delight ro dwell amongſt 
us, and to do us good. 

And while we pray for our ſelves, let 
us not forget our Brethren in Forreign 
Ghurches, wich whom, alas! we had too 
lirrle Sympathy 3 Nay, ler us pray, thar 
all the ends of the Earth, may ſee the 
Salvation. of God ; and that He would 
bring his antient people of the Fews to 
rhe acknowledgment of Jeſus Chriſt; and 
that he would haſten the ruine of Romiſh 
Babylon, and advance the Reformation 
in Chriftendome, and preſerve and bleſs 
the Reformed Churches ; That he would 
pity His oppreſſed People, the French 
Prateſtants, and gather them our of all 
places, whither they have been ſcatte- 
red in the cloudy and dark day; and 
thar he would be the Defence, Strength 
and Salyation of any of his People, who 
are in War or Danger by Infidel or Po- 
piſh adverſaries, in Europe or America, 
And 1n particular, 'that the Lord would 
be Gracious to Ireland, and ſandfie 
to his People there, both their diſtreſs 
and deliverance ; and perfe& what con- 
cerneth them, that he would convert 
che Natives there to the Truth, and re- 


"is 466 hi 
. rule in rhe Sear of Py. Judges be 
av 


duce that Land to Peacez and appyi'lt 


Salvarion for Walls and Ballwarks tg 


Brittain, 
For all theſe Cauſes and Reaſotis, The 
General Afembly hath appointed the 


' Second Thurſday of Fanuary next, to be 


Obſerved in all the Congregations of the 
Church and Nation, as a day of Solemn 
Faſting and Humiliation, and Prayer; 
Beſeeching and Odreſting all, both Pa- 
ſtors, and People of all Ranks to be ſin- 
cere and ſerious, ih Aumiliation and 


Supplication, and univerſal Reformation,- 


as they would wiſh to find mercy of che 
Lord, and have deſerved wrath averts 
ed, and would obtain the Bleffing of the 
Lord upon themſelves and Poſteriry 
after them ; and that the Lord may de- 
light in us, and our Land may be as Mar- 
ried to him. And Ordains all Miniſters, 
either in Kirks or Mceeting houſes, ro 


read this preſent A publickly from Vte-- 


Pulpir, a Sabbath or two before the faid 
Day of Humiliation : and that the ſeve- 
ral Presbytertes take care,that it be care- 


fully Obſerved in their reſpeQive bounds, 


And where, 1n regard of Vacancies, the 
Day hereby appointed; cannot be ob- 
ſerved, the Afembly. appoines che ſaid 
Humiliation, to be kept ſome orher Day 
with the firſt conyenient opporcunity: 
And appoints che Commiſſion for Viſita- 
tion, to apply to the Council, for their 
Civil SanC&ion to the Obſervation there- 
of. Extrafted. ot of the Records of 4(- 
ſembly, by | 

F0. SPALDING, Cls. Syn. 

National, UT 


A PROCLAMA4- 


" ——— - 
Sy 
he "vo 
* Zo 


_ 
Eq > er <Gls en Ce Sts co > ee 4-4-4 +* 
* — x % 


I's a4 


u- 
Moana * b 
"0.5 


a” ” $4 
ey 


= he, 12, 
UAE om 


«+ -—-- -— oa _—©——— 
a + od AG tre: 


Sh 
_ _—_— 
> —_ CO _—_ - - ». 
Mr Perry on 4+ = ZAS— F-*-- 
* - "— # p- - - - _— 
©.4i7 D _ 
<< — ie p = 
<> m— —— 


and MAR Y, 


7 "/ nd f Great Britain, 
pk "VV Frange, and Ireland, De- 
Y  : Tenders of the, Faiths To'g” TH 
E bo ode Mac ; of oh Privy Council, 


aytſuen fer Viſitation, to apply tothe Lords of 
. jOnr Privy Council, for Our Civil Sandton, 
to be interpoſed theretoz And they having 
" Hppled accordingly : Therefore We, with 
Advice of the Lords of our Prey Council, Do 
Dereby Command and Enjoyn, That the ſaid 
Solemn Faſt and Humiliatidn be Religiouſly 
obſerved, by all Perſons throughout this 
] Kingdom, bath in rely and Meeting-Houſes, 
*. utthe Dyets, andin the manner as by the 
above-mentioned 48 of Aſſembly, beretopre- 
fixed, is appointed; And that the ſame be 


 Inentioned.- And to the end -e 16 Pions and 


and Our Pleaſwe: in the Premiſſes fully 
known: Our Will is herefore, an&'We Charge 
zou ſlraitly, and Command, that incontinent 


Le 
NN WO 


National Faſt and FHumiliatiqnu; © 


ther pertl. 


read by. all the Miniſters, in manner therein 


neceſſary a Duty may be pungtually performed, 
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theſe Our Letters ſeen, ye: paſs. tethe: Mer- 
cat-Croſs of Edinburgh,. and the remanent 
Mercat-Croſſes of the Head-Bufghs of: the 
ſeveral Shires and Stewartries, withinthis 
Kingdoty and in Our Name and Authority, 
make Publication of the Premiſes, that none 
may pretend ignorance. "And we do Ordain 
Our Solicitor. to diſpatch Copies hereof .to 


the Sheriffs of the ſeveral Shires and Stew- 


arts of the Stewartries, ar their Deputs, or 
Clerkg, to be by them Publiſhed at the Meys 


© Cat-Craſſes .of the Head-Burghs, upan re+ 


ceipt thereof, and immediately ſent to the 
ſeveral Miniſters, both in Kirks and Meet- 


ng-Houſes, to the effef they may read and 


intimat the ſame from their Pulpits, and 


may ſeriouſly exhort all Perſons, to a fincere 
Re-- 
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and devout obſervance thergrf, a 


Mil s they 
gard the Favour "and B 


F'. of. the 


bath Chixch and State, and wind: 
the Wrath of Go1 upon thetlefuet-and. their 
Pofterity, and as they will le -aafweratle at 
r perl, Aid Ordains theſe Preſents to 
be-Printed with the ſaid A of Aﬀſembly, 
and theſe Preſents 10 be. Pabliſhed in mans 
WR... IST”: 


the twenty firſt'day of November, 


i 


ven under Our Signet ar. Edinburgh, 


And. of Our Rejgn, the ſecond 


year, 1690, £ 


' Per atum Dominorum Sti. Concitii, 
GILE, ELIOT, Cls, Sti, Concilii, 


God-ſave King WILLIAM, and Quzen MA RY. 
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Edinburgh, Printed by the Heir of. Andrew Anderſor, Printer 'to.:yhe*- 
King and Queens moſt Excellent. Majeſties. 1699, - 
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